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watched-vp and taken by his audi. 
totie wirk the leit: eee 
ü ich he 

liching to good purpoſe, were 
ao army by taptious 
earpercauuaſſet ic ſiniſter inter- 
umility, iſhroad my ſelte vader the | 
elodake of your coole$ſs;-whhich 1. 
. beare: knowe to be ſuch, 
as ]-tookeniortro bee (liouldred: out 
? and reieftrd;bur:freelyeo bello. 
70 ed the bengfire of your goodnes)-In 
aſſured hope whereof; Treftleadirig 
this as a teſtimonyr 20 dh worlde; 
what a reuerend-.opinion'T haue of 
you,bath in reſpe&t ol yuut humble 
theright panerne of 2!Gentleitian) 
& alſaig acſpetiotatiurgodly reale 
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inclination and Indgment of great 
perſonages to his worde, and tothe 
godly travellers in his Goſpell long 
lite, and moſt proſperous reigne to 
¶ our gratious ſoueraigne Prince, and > 
7 true happines to al her ſubiects thax A 
= wiſhthe Game : And euen with my * 
x whole hart, I pray God the father of 
heauen, and his ſonne our Lord leſus 
Chriſte, to be a bright pillar to vs in 
the darkneſſe of this worlde, and to 
make all his —— N 
time, partners of the moſt ioyful and g 
heauenly kingdome, Amen. 
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Buche, Borat ian locum, fe hud | 
writ ten r 2 
15 that the laſt day wanlde come vnawares, 
65 and had for the ſane cauſe alſo admoni- 
[24 . Jhed them to watch, & not to be careleſſe? 
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| vaine and falſe opinion, concernin the 
Ne dun Comming of ( briſt at hand (which with 
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pn take Vengearce, and wil alſo Ei with: 

- rhe brexthof hir n 

awe n of which «Antichriſhyhe Apoſtle. 

plinly diſt 3 1 
being forewarned thero __ 

| peſtilent cup of rbat — 


| eee the dlurila 
1 re Pigs 3 that hee hath amm 
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> himſelfe vnto their prayers, hath bree- 
it 
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fir ingouraged them to conſtancie he com- 
e that thoſe men be ſcuerely pu- 
1 e through idlenes and curioſi- 
d the common wealth vm 

: vob haue to be excommunicated,if 
ſo be they would not bee admoniſhed and 
| vvarned Final he fimiſheth hit = oh 
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that ir ovas urine from Athens. Sowe 
alſorhinke that it t ſent by Titus & 


#4 


1 


E bs 


* 


. 
0.24 091 he EY , 


| 
1 
133 
i, 
i. 
E 
5 
1 1 


| ved] 
. en a Er 6094 


\ 
1 AST 1 mi 
T_T 


2 . Grace bee with you, and peace 
from Cod our father, and from the -- 
7 be AVL and Silus 

. 


1 
＋ 
(3 
uf 
. - 4 
e 


4 | 

Lleſus Chrit. 
1 

x 

= 


pille where itisfaide, Fot ei 
2 Cor. ii. f SDνje C ed res 


&. 15 een 
4 and Siluanus, and 


Yo 27 This Siluanus, is euen If 
— wer ac 1 a.” 


P ec 
0} 307 vat Gude vd 

. : 3 an 

| 5 . 

3 * * r 


. KL * 4 4 
* <> „ 

* wh! > | Ra 4 , 4 1 
* 8 + 


| $4 


of Antichriſt 


rs noze trtvit giut᷑ to many of one profeſs 
he fon undi nuſterie, than to ent along} 
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nians in God dur Father By theſe 
Woods uthe true Church 
was ambnyp Theſſaloniana, aud they 
doe contayne /a notabls deſcription of 
the Church which is ede true and 
lawful pouſeof Chailt, which amoug 
ther notes may be known by this one. 
e 
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A ſpecial note 
of the true 


and in Church, 


6 : The Figure 
©*  anidrheLow Jeſus Chziff, aud which 
ſtedfaltly belecned the pꝛomiſes of the 
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| of Antichriſt, 
Grace be with you and peace from 
God our father &c; F irſt ot al, the A- 
pollle wilheth vnto them grace. that is 
to ſap ; reconciliation and the endow- 
ment of the holy there is no⸗ 
thing moze to bee defſred, then to haue 
God our mercifull father: then he wt- 
= are them, 
Fo) thi — — 
rallyaltoyful and — 
- Therefoze: what toy and pꝛoſperitie 
IT. 
, our 
foone:be turued into acurſe. Go that 
the onelp founyation of our felicitie,is 
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wy wemight haue the ferling ol his vn- 
able loue toward vs. 

And from the Lord leſs Chriſt, He 


ioyneth God p facher x the Lo2d Jefus 
Chaiſt togeth each vs, v grace & 
ul at her go are giurn vnto vs 
koꝛ his ſonnes {ake dur meviatoꝛ. Se⸗ 
condly;chat wee map knowe hne wee 
ſhalbe ſute to reteiue them; namely, 
if we-afke-then fox bis fortncs lake. 
Third]p he giueth vs to undetitid that 
the ſonne is hynatute Gon, rriguing in 
equall power withche father; and help⸗ I 
+, Ag us byblsaucne-power: Therefoze 
98 8 wiſh the ſummei ct feli⸗ 
40 ritie ta the Goly,commethtorhefours 
„miu ſelt than is tu che grate ut Sud: 
the which alone: voth nat unely hingt 
vnta vs ruerlaſting bleſledne s hit allo 
e 
$? 3 F369; 4 
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| . Antichriſt. 


tulatozie,and conliſteth of * giuingt 
u thnnkes are giuen vnto God, as the gi⸗ 

ver and confirmer of thoſe benefites.After 
this manner the Apoſtle toz the mol part 
beximieth all his E piſtles, gining thanks 
wichthem, vpon whom the gift of Aut 
fication is beſtuwed. 
_-Alwaies. e meaneth that he hath nally. 
2ew//orcaſion miniſtrer to him of giuing 
" thankes vnco God, 

For you brethren. That is to ſay. un 

pair behalte, fo2 your conſtancie and in- 
— ſpirituall thinges, putting the 
ee the things, as we ſhal ſee heres 


As it is meet. Jn theſe wooꝛds Pant 
 Heweth that we are bound to giue thanks 
_buro God, not onely when he doth power o. 
en ns good thinges, but alſo when we call none 

| F fommbhis benefics beffowed on aur hae? = 
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' to ſhine, we are bony tu 

5 thankes faz thef mezetheſss {= 
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The Figure 


che holy vnitic ofthe body of Chyift, ſuch 
mutuall communion and fellowſhip ſhal- 
be among vs, that we will reckon the be⸗ 
nefite ol one member, to be the benefite 4 
gaine of the whole Church. Therekoꝛe in 
pꝛayſing the benefites of God we mult al: 
. wayes haue reſpect vnts the vniuerlalitie 
| oftheChurch, 
4 Becauſe that your faith groweth ex 
{. cedingly. Here are repeated the pzincipai 
1= pointes of our religion, as faith, charitie, 
LY - and ſufferance; but not without cauſe. Fo} 
| becauſe in the foꝛmer Epiſtle, he had pzay 
fed the faith and charitie ofthe Theſſalo. 
nians, now he ſpeaketh of the increaſe df 
themboth. And in very deede it is conue⸗ 
nient fo2 all the godly to obſerue this oz 
der, chat they daily make a triall and exa⸗ 
a> mination of chemſelues, how much they 
haue pꝛoſited. This therefoze is the true 
Pꝛapſe ok the faithfull,if they grow and ins 
creaſe dayly moze and moꝛe in faith and in 
charitie. Pozeouer,firſthe gaue thankes 
- . _.- bntoGod fox them: nom, he ſaith chere is 
kauſe why he ſhould againe giue 
fo their dayly profiting. And when he 
+ IIa S_ 
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of Antichriſt. 


he doth thereby ſigniſte and declare chat 

as well the increaſe, as the beginning of 

faich and loue,commetrh from God. Fox if 

thele ſpꝛang from the vertuc that is in 

men, the giuing ol thankes ſhould be fap# * 

ned, oꝛ els lo nothing. There are cherfoze Three cauſes 1 

thꝛee cauſes of thankes giuing' : ot the of chanks gu- 

which the firlt is, the increaſe of faith;Fo2 ung. 
"faith in ſuch as are conlecrated vnto God, 

how true and perfect ſoeuer it be; dothnot 

ſodenly come to her full perkection: euen 

a pong Trees doe not by and by grow to 

their kull bignes: but doe firſt ſpringʒ then 

Hort vp in talneſſe, and at the laſt came to 

a full groth of a Tree, Euen ſa faith hath 

her degrees, and is nat at the ſirſt begin? 

ing fully perfected, but ſecketh and deß ⸗ 
kreth to increale it ſelfe dailp moꝛe and 

moze. And that is the meaning of this 

place of Paul, whete he faith From faith Rom. 1. 17. 

ro faith that is to ſa that the ſame in A j 

the firſt beginning do not detay / but rather 

pit be confirmed moze ard moze, vntil it Ih 
wal | — — 8 1 +56 
dur common mi penking, art 5 

wo ſodces of faith: one imperfect —— A | 
| wwhichvei nnn 9 Sg 


| E: 
1 2 ob. 10. 
me 

'P 


The Figure 
by degrees, and increaſcth,and continueth 
not al way in weaknes 2 the other is per⸗ 
fett, the which being many wayes confit 
med, doth conſtãt ly reſt it ſelfe on the ſure 
knowledge and will of God. 

And the loue of euery one of you to- 
ward another aboundeth. The Second 
cauſe ot thankes giuing, is the mutuall 
loue ofthe Godly, which bindeth vnto her 
euery one, whom ſhe findeth in affliction 
by many benefittes. And although accoz- 
ding to the common vſe of the ſacred ſcrip⸗ 
tures, he is our neighbour which is toyned 
to vs bp any maner of way, either of dwel⸗ 
ling nere vnto vs, either of kinred, oz of 


* . frendſhip,oz of Cocietie,o2 elſe of cuſtome: 
| et notwithſtanding he alſo ſhalbe our 


inhbotr which ſtandeth in need ofour 


- Helpe whatſocuer,althoughhe be not a Ci⸗ 
men with vs, a fellow, a coſin 02 any o- 


| ++ | d 

| 2 LM. . #34 v : 

* Lak. 10.30. 
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ther way topned vnto vs: euen as that man 
was which fell into the hands of theeues. 
But this loue viffereth from that which 
we owe vnto God, which loueth him in the 
higheſt degre which loued vs firff, This 
lone isþ pietie and wozſhip which we owe 
neo Gov. ache duttes ary 


of Antichrilt. 

ze gathered our ol chr firff table, ſo the 
duties ok the other ate taken out of the 4 
comtable; the whichldue in that it 
gech from the loue of God as froy he 
fountain, it cannot be but very acceptable 
vnto God. WMhereupon it commeth to 
pale that Gov dorh ot tines moe bꝛge 
um requtre the Tote: of dur neighbour 
then the loue ofhimſelfe. F öꝛ, as it appeas 
reth by the Prophet, he doth pꝛelerre the 
delente, and helpe ol che widowes, the ka⸗ 
tell, och efled; bekoꝛe the ſas 

d him. F02 this Toitc is p 
— —— doth ſo nereſſa⸗ 


Eſay. 1.17, 


Loue is the 


Which ks ditail- faith. 


rilp wait vpon her, as doth the ſhadoW on handmaid of 
the dovy. 


Brcauldfaich, 
ablvteton+ God ta ofercual ans 1 Gal.5.6, 
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4 So thatu our ſelues reioyesof 

in che Churches of God, beck: 2 
ones und faith in all our per» 
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FH {clues reioyce of you in the Churches 
4 | God, Any yet Paul doch not ambiti⸗ 
oullyboaſt of the faith of the Theſſaloni. 
ans hut ſetteth them fooꝛth as a pꝛouoca⸗ 
tion; go make others rhe moze earneſt lo 
imitate them. 3 

In the Churches od. Inthat he 
5 callerh them not his Churches, but the 
bs Churches of God, it declareth his humi⸗ 
1 litie p kaithkulneſſe. Fox they are falſe am 
vntruſtie, who, whenas they vught to be 
the. ſeruantsof God and the miniſters ol 
- Chupehes, deſire to be dalled Loꝛdes. and 

- doevſurye lurpe authozit e ourr other mens ſer 


ITE ee Jad 139 f els iT O 1 4 
41 of your patience: & be third 
2,7 1-2 anda cauſe. of glwinx thanks is theit 

patience, But the Apotil ſaith not that 
he dath reioyce bet aufe: otthe faith and 

„* 

tience and faith TAherupan it 

a 
a woo des ought 

ps — — thus, we reioyce ol the pati⸗ 

2 commeth of faith and doth te⸗ 

faith —ʒꝛ 
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there is nothing that doch hold vs vp 
moze in tribulations then doth faith :the 
which doch hereby euidently enough 
appeare, becauſe ſo ſoone as we fo2get the 
momiſes of God we fal flat to the ground, 
Therfoze the moze that a man doth grow 
infaith,y mote he is armed thzough pati⸗ 
ente, ſtoutly to indure all things: euen as 
onthe contrarie part, cowardice, and im⸗ 
itte in aduerſitie doth bewꝛay our In⸗ 
:eſpeciallp at ſuch time as we are 
to ſuffer perſecution fo2 the Goſpell, the 
foxce of faith will ſhew it ſelke. 
- | Therefoze that reiopcing of the Apoſtle 
aul,was no pꝛoud, oz vaine boaſting, but 
godly piety, by which he did exalt and ad⸗ 
launce with condigne pꝛayſes the fruit of 
ds wozde,and alſo did reioyce ouer the 
mMeſſaloniãs themſelues, that they were 
inſuch wiſe and ſo greatly conlirmed that 
by no manner of perils oz perſecutions, 
they could be cõpelled to fo2ſake the faith, 
And what was this elle, but to giue the 
F 
his t teacheth that t ſaints 


f | th A t 3.12. mawpas will liue godly in Chziſt Jeſus 


The Figure 


tall ſaffer perſecacion, 

s  Whichis a token of the righteous 
Indgment of God, that ye may be coũ- 
ted woorthy of the kingdome of God: 
for the which ye alſo ſuffer. 

The ſimple and true meaning of cheſt 
wooꝛdes is, that the iniuries and perſecu 
tions which the childꝛen of Gov doe ſuffer 
at the hands of p wicked and repꝛobate, de 
ſhewe foo2th as in a glaſſe, that God ſhab 
he one pay the tudge ofthe wozlde, And 
this ſcntence hath in it a figure called A» 
#iſtrophon,02 Conuerſion, by which is cons 
futed the pꝛophane opimon which men do 
rommonlp hold, ſo often as the goa are 
afflicted,and the euil are in good caſd. Fon 
then we thinke that the wozlo is goner: 
ned by fortune, and not by Gov. 
da it commeth that unpietie and contempt 
doe peſleſſe the heartes of men, as Solo- 
mon [aithinthe booke of the Pꝛeacher 
Chap g. ver. 2. 3. Fox they whithluffer a 
ny thing vnwozrhily, by without velette, 
doeſeher murmure andaceaſe God o) elle 
8 hathno care of the 

of men : as the Pjophet Hu 
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Contrariwiſe the wicked ware moe 
pꝛoude ok their pꝛolperitie, as if ſo be there 1 
wete no puniſhment remapning fo2 them: - By 
tuen as Dyoniſius in his pꝛoſperous nas 13 
uigation, boaſted that the gods were frẽd⸗ 
ly aud fauourable vnto ſuch as were giltie 
of ſacrilege. Furthermoze, when we doe 
ſee that the crueltie of the wicked againſt 
che idnorent is not reſtrayned, and chat 
they eſcape without puniſhement, fleſh and 
blood itſelfe-by and by, that 
there is no tudgment of God, no puniſh⸗ 
ments of wickedneſſe, noꝛ any reward of 
righteuufneſſe. But Paul on the contra⸗ 
nie part pꝛonounceth. that when God doth 
ſo ſpare che wicked foꝛ a time, and doth 
wincke ur the iatuttes which his childzen 
uf ent to come is (dt befoze our 
Ales, as it wore in a glaſſe. Foꝛ he taketh 
this avs clete caſe; that it cannot be. but 
that Gov us he is a tuft ttwge , will one 
reit vnto the milerable,whichare 
5 intflte vered, and will allo giue 
dato cht oppietſ@2s of the godly then lut 7” 
e Anh. herevnto-terorh this 8 
00). £2 


= 


S 


— ¶ » Ü FD ̃ *» ‚ ‚ A ˙ ——— ‚‚ FPPP‚⁵Nk‚ UN SEMEY ST 24S. 
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God Aud if the righteous ſcarcely be 


"The Figure 


ing of peter: If any man ſuffer 28: 
Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed: hut 
let him gloriſie God on this behalfe. 
For the time is come that iudgment 
mult begin at the houſe of God: it it 
firſt begin at vs, what ſhallthe end be 
of them which obey not the Goſpell ot 


ſaued, vhere ſhall the vngodly and ſin. 
ner appeare? Wherefore, let them that 
ſuffer according to the will of God. 
commit their ſoules to him in well do- 
ing. as vnto a faithfull creatot. 
Furthermoze the iudgment ol God is 
called righteous in this place, becauſeit 
ſhalbe executed vpon thoſe which haue de 
ſerued the ſame by their wicked perſecuti⸗ 
on: and alſo becauſe God ſhal exereiſe the 
ſame not onely accoꝛding to the externall, 
but alſo accoꝛding to the internall things. 
A place ſurely very notable: becauſe it 
teacheth how our mindes are to be tirred 
vp from al the impedimentes of the wozly 
ſo often as we ſuffer any manner ol aduer⸗ 
ſitie, namely by calling to minde the iuſt 
iudgment ol God, the which will lilt vp 
our mindes from this wozldto a — 
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$21 i conſideration; Thus death ſhalbe vnto vs 
ut the image ok like. 
fe, That ye may be counted woorthy of 
nt the kingdome of God. The oꝛdinance 
t W ofGod is, that no man ſhalbe wooꝛthy of 
ve the kingdome of God without the croſle. 
or Whereupon Chzift ſaith, If any man wil | 
follow me, let him deny him ſelfe, and Mat. 16.24. 

take yp his croſſe, and follow me. Now, I”; 
any man will goe about to pꝛoue by the 
authozitte ofthis place, that ſaluation is 
due by deſert vntoour afflictions,and not 
tothe pasſton and blood ofthe Lowe, let 
him way aud conſider that place onely 
which the ſame Apoſtle ſetteth downe to 
the Romans, where he p2oucth that we 1% 
ariuttified by the benefite of faith, and Rom. 3.28. 
wtby the merit of wozkes. And in ano⸗ 15 
cher place he laith: I count that the af- 

ons of this preſent time, ate not Rom. &. 18. 

waorthy of the glory which ſhalbe ſhe- 45 
wed vnto vs. Therefoze we mutt aſcribe [121 
it tothe liberalitie and fatherly beneß 1 
cence of God, that cternall life is ſaid to 
begiuen vntovs of right, and that we are 
made wooꝛthy of the kingdome of God 
Hough -afflictions, when as it . 
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cleere that all our habilitie and pliant- 
neſle to any manner of goodnlle commeth 
of God, by whoſc grace we are ſanctiſicd 
and bleſled. Mozcouer the Apoſtle Paul 
doth not diſpute here ofthe caule of wooy 
thpneſle $ but onely taketh the common 
doctrine of Scripture,that God doth abo 
liſh thole thinges in vs which belong to 
the woꝛlde, that hee may frame and c: 
rect in vs a better life : Furthermoze that 
he ſheweth vnto vs thꝛough arflict ions the 
pꝛyce ot eternall life. F inally, he doth ſim 
ply let downe the meane by which the 
faithfull are as it were hammered and 
wꝛought vpon Gods anuile: becauſe by 
afflictions they are taught torenofice the 
woꝛld, and to aſpire to the heauenly king 
dome of God. Beſide this, they are com 
firmed # ſtrengthned ia the hope of eter 
nall life, when they fight fo the ſame, 
herupon he addeth, For the which ye 
alſo ſuffer: Namely vnder the aſſured 
hope of the pꝛomiſe made, which bꝛingeth 
+ tvpaſſethat we doe obtaine the kingdome le, 
ok Hod. Foz ſo Chutt himſelfe ſpeakeths 
* Reioyce and be glad, for behold plen - ide 
tiful is your reward v hich is in heauen ** 
. | Any 
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W other ſaints, who caming out of great 
tribulation, (hal receiue an eternal king 
dom: Thus the Apoſtle toucheth the ven 
gteance ok god againſt p repꝛobate, to teach 
them that the faithfull doe reſt in the er 
pectation of the iudgment to come: be. 
cauſe God doth not as pet take vengeante 
on the euil, who notwithſtanding mu 
needes ſuffer the puniſhment of their wics 
kedneſſe. TUithall notwithſtanding the 
faithfull doe vnderſtand, that there is m 
cauſe why they ſhoulg enuy the moment 
ny and tranſitozyfeltcitie of the wicked 
which ſoone after ſhalbe changed # turned 
into hoꝛri ble and moſt fearkul diſtruction. 
7 And to you which are troubled, reſt 
with vs, when the Lorde Ieſus ſhal ſhe 


himſelfe from heauen with his mightie 
angels. 


As it is agreeing with the iuſtice of 
God, torcpay vnto wicked and vagodly 
men condigne puniſhments, lo alſo it is as 
greeing with the ſame Tuſtice, to giue vn 
to godly and righteous men the reſt and 
conſolation ot eternal life. Great therfo 
ſhalbe the miſerie and vnhappines of al the 
wicked, and moſt excellent halbe the felt# 


of Antichriſt. 


ee and bleſſednes cf the godly, The A⸗ 
iſtle hath sppoledreft againſt the toꝛmẽt 
k tribulation, in the which the godly are 
xcrciſed in this woꝛld without intermilſi⸗ 
m. Fo2 whe we ſhal depart from this like, 
l labour aud ſoꝛrow ſhal ceaſe, and reſt c 


ſhall wipe away al teares from the eyes of 
his ſaints. This then agreeth with p ſens 
tece of Peter, where he callcth the dap of z 
laſt indgment,y day of reſt. Not withſtan⸗ 
ding in this declaration of the good and ol 
the cuil, the purpoſe of the Apoſtle was to 
erpzeſſe moze plainly how p2epoſterous # 
niuſt the gouerment ofthe woꝛld ſhould 
be, if God did not defer the puniſhments.E 
rewards vntil another indgment,Pereuns 
to alſo tendeth that which was ſaid vnto 
Diues: Sonne remember that thou in Luk. 1 8.25. 
cy life paſt enioyedſt thy pleaſure, but 
eontrariwiſe Lazarus enioyed paine: 
but now is he cõfor ted, and thou art 
tormented, The Apoſtle addeth: 
With vs. That he might bꝛing the 
moze credit to his doctrine by the ſence 
©feeling of his owne faith. Foz he ſhew* 


thinges 


} 


op ſhall follow in ſtecd thereof. Fo2 God Apoc. 21. f 
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things, when as he placeth him lelfe with 
them in the ſame cauſe and condition. And 
we knowe that they doe deſerue to be beſt 
regarded, which are exerciſed by longe 
pꝛactiſe in thoſe things which they teach, 
and doe require nothing of ochers, but that 


they be ready ta pꝛoue and try. Therekoꝛe 


the Apoſtle doth not commaund the T hel. 
ſalonians to fight as it were in a ſhadow: 
but fighting valiantly him ſcife, he erha; MW 
tech them to the ſame warre and fight. 
When the Lorde Ieſus ſhall thewe 
him ſelfe. This is a figure calied Occs- 
patio 02 pꝛeuention, which the Apoſtle vs 
ſeth that the Theſſalonians might not be 
carefull concerning the time wherein the 
wicked porſecutoꝛs halbe afflicted with 
puniſhments, and the godly which are al 


.-.. flictedſhallreceiue reſt. The time ſhalbe 


the comming of Chꝛiſt to iudgment, 01 
the tune of iudgment. Foꝛthe Loꝛd thall 


come a iudge: but from whence: 


From Heauen, That is to ſap, from 
the habitacle ofGod, which is perpetuall, 
whereinis the glozicof the inuiſible God, 
and the light whereunto no man canat 
tatne, ſteing it is a ſpirituall firmament 
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ſhallicha 

ay bebe tot his moſt gloriom bo. 
iy. But this Juden thal not becbeſvxe 
checonſmantactbofabrhings.F 07 ;xidehat 
ronflunation-br/the Low Jeſusſpalluat 
ppexcsth{by 


an be⸗ 


— 
of this pꝛeleut wald agumſt the timer ot 
hir iudgmont in thalutter nan. Hut When 
chin nidgehentt Thalbejcit is unckreüine 
athirfoze the Lo Jeſus hümlcite ru) 
etii;tpas cements of tinlon RG 
unt. Em ner glatt Chu 
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and houre knoetli no man, neither 
the Angels which are in heauen, nor 
the Sonne, but the father onely. And the 
Apoitle ſaith: That the day of the Lord 
ſhall oome as a theefe in the night. Am 
pet fax all this ſome fooliſh men haue gone 
about of late time to pꝛognoſticate, ot this 
day, ea and almoſt ofthe very houre of 


hg his mightie Angels, Theſe 
woꝛds da deſcribe ann ſet foozth the fozme 
and manner ofthe comming of Chzilt to 
nt: As if he ſhould ſay, the malt 

indge Gall not nom any mo 

come: from heauen in humilitie and cons 
tempt, as he did at his firſt comming in 
fleſh;but inuironed with an Angelical 


our 

bande;Fo2 it is witten: Thouſand thow 
Gnds miniſtred vnto him, & ten thou- 
{Mthoulads ſtood before him. Ax ther- 


2 


of Antichriſt. 

leth them mightie Angels, becauſe by 
them and in their miniſterie, the Loꝛd wil 
ſhew fooꝛth his power and might: Thoſe 
foxceno creature is able to reſiſt, whoſe 
ſudgment muſt neceſſarily of all men be 
endured, and by whoſe ſentence the wic⸗ 
ked ſhalbe aſſuredly condemned, and eter- 
nally puniſhed. 
$8 Witha flame of fire, rendering ven- 
geance vnto them, who haue not kno- 
wen God, and which obey not the Goſ- 
pell of our Lord leſus Chriſt. The pꝛe⸗ 
lent deſcription of the iudgment tendeth 
to this end, that the Godly may vnder⸗ 
tand, that by hom much the moze feareful 
the iudgment is which remaineth foz t — 
memien, by ſo much moꝛe, the Loꝛd 
tate ot their afflictions. Foz this "he 
chiefe cauſe of our greefe andſozrow, that 
we thinke that God doth ſlightly ouer · 

alle 8 Ve doe (ce into what: 
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tu be full of hoꝛroz. The like deſcription 
bk che comming ok Chyiſt is ſet downe by 
* ay 66.1 5+ the pꝛophet Eſay, Behold the Lord will 
if come uith fire, and his charriots like a 
1 vhirie winde, that he may recompence 
3» his anger with wrath, and his indigna- 


tion with the flame of fire. &. The 
Lowe Jeſus to be reucaled from heauen 
with Angels ol might, in the flame of fire, 
liqnifieth that the Loꝛde Jeſus ſhall come 
to tudgment with great power and mas 
ieſtie in fire, For they ſhall ſee the ſontie of 
man come in the cloudes of heauen with po- 
wer and great glorie. God hath once al- 
ready deſtroyed the woꝛlo with water, the 
ſecond time he will deffroy it with fire; 
= what manner ot fire — ſhalbe, and = 
matter copounded,J leauc it to 
diſputed ofby ſuch mẽ as are fooliſhly curi⸗ 
oits.'Jtthalbeſufficientfo2 vs only tonote 
this, that Paules — was to te 
chat Chꝛitt will be aſenere 
thole imuries, which the 


repꝛobate fall 
tdbs2;Foxthe metaphoꝛ of flame and ut 
eee 
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of Antichriſt. 
which do not kndwe God. Now it fol- 
luwech toſhew what the Loꝛd Jeſus pill 
doe hen he is reuealed from heauen iw 
angels of his might in the flame of ſtre: 
_ he wil take vengeance ofthe wic- 
vpon ſuch as know not God: that 
is to ſay, he will plague them in his wꝛath 
which wold not know God, but following 
the world and ſeeking faz woꝛldly things, 
neglected the commaundements of God. 
And which obey not the Goſpell. 
By theſe two titles he noteth the vnbelee⸗ 
who knowe not God, nox obey the 
of Chiilf. Foz ifmendabeleuethe 1. c. 
Galpelchyough faith, vnbeleefe is the 0" ** 
of the Golpell. e candem⸗ al | 
neth them alſo ofS ignozarice ot God. Foꝛ 
che liuely knowlevge-of Eovvorh beget o 
it ſelle reuerence: but incredulitie is al⸗ 
wayes blind. Not that the vnbeleuing are 
altogether void of light e vnverftanbng, | 78 
but becauſe they haue their mind ſu dark 
ned, that in ſeeing they cannot ler. Our ſas | 
———çf— — * 
nounte eternal lile 
us God, and Teſus Chriſt whos he hath — | 
7751 — — mat 3 
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holeſome knowledge, followeth the cons 
tempt ol God, and at the laſt, death. And as 
it is the office of Chyit one day to puniſh 
thoſe which hauenot knowne God, ſo allo 
it is his office to reward thoſc, which haue 
knowne God, and which haue obeyed the 
Goſpell of Chuift. | 

9 Which ſhalbepuniſhed with euer. 


laſting perdition,from the preſence of We | 


the Lorde, and from the glorie of hi 
power. Theſe woꝛds appertaine to the 


amplification of thole punithments, which 


perſecutozs and al the wicked in general, 
thall one day feele, that no man might 
thinke that they ſhalbe light oz eaſie, oz ol 
ſome ſmall continuance. Foz he ſaith that 
the.perdition ſhal be eternal, that is,withs 
dut end, a drath innnoꝛtall. To the which 
ſaping ol the Apoſtle agreeth alſo tht ſen⸗ 
tence al Chꝛiſt in his lermons, where he 
faith that the toꝛments of the wicked ſhal⸗ 


be perpetunll, euen as the kelicitie of thi I} Þ 
- righteous chalbe euerlaſting: ſo that the W% 


repꝛobate ſhall go into eternall toꝛment, 
and paine, and the elect into eucrlaſting 
lite. And their woozme ſhall not die, and 
their fire-ſhailnot be extinguiſhed, Theres 
ork E - 
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tue the wicken ſhall ſuſteine the puniſſ⸗ 
nenta ol deſtruction fo euer, almapes fee- 
ling them, and neuer ceaſing: infomuch 
that che very puniſhment it ſelle ſhal after 
alozte as it were them, tothe end 
from whe preſence of the Lorde. The 

rpetuicy of death. is pꝛoued hereby, that 
108 che glozieof Chutt cantrarit vnto 
which gloꝛie is eternall and hath no 
Saen nes bene terrible 
map be gathered, becauſe, 
Ce Beat the glozie and maleſtieof 
1 ſhall their toꝛment be. 
ze al they doe deceiue, and are des 
ues, which doe pzomile, at» 
time a deliverance from & 
x re at wbich time, (as O- 
wicked and the die © 
5 ſhalbe pardoned:but how 
ity and wickelp, it doth hereby ap* 


wa from che clarie of his power. 

which power he (hall come to 
* quicke and the dead. He-allu- 
e fozmeot the comming ol Chzilk 
agen mh ain; 
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betoꝛe che which the wicked ſhall not be 
able to ſtand. By theſewoodds alſo he ſhe- 
\weth how eaſie a matter it is fo2 God to 
bing tozment vpon the wicked. Foyithe 
Mebellious and obſtinate, ſhalbe tozmes⸗ 
ted withthe terroz onely ok his counte: 
nance . And icontrariwiſe, the pꝛeſence of 
ud ſhall bzing to the ſaintes felicitie and 
Nloꝛie. F oꝛ he ſhall come with gloꝛte am 
wich power, inlomuch that neither his 
; Kloziefhall want power, neither ſhall hi 

pleſence and power be without gloꝛie. 
ohen he ſhall come to be glorif 
| — his ſaints, and to be made marue- 

us it al the that beleeue ( becauſe our 
ceſtimony toward you was beleued) in 
char day. Che Apoltle hauing Hithertd 
ſpoken niche puniſhment of the Nepꝛo⸗ 
vate veturneth tu the godly, and luith that 
Chick hal come, that he may be glozilie 
wrhem:that is to ſay that he may make 
them to ſhine with his glozie, As oy 
' nidſay; when Chi hall tome to pu⸗ 
— wry —ͤ— 
ao ſoew himſelle g — ho ko the _ 
and will make their d 
an Uke ta his wolk gloziotts — 
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'Therefozehe will not keepe this glozie to 
himſelle alone, but will make the ſame 
common to al his ſaints. This is the great 
ind ſingular conſolation of the godly, that 
when the ſonne of God ſhalbe made mani⸗ 
leſt in the glozie of his kingdome, he ſhall 
gather them into the ſame ſocietie with 
him, And there is in theſe wozds an Anti- 
ter o Compariſon between the pꝛeſent 
ſtate, vnder the which the faithfull doc la⸗ 
bour and groane, and that laſt reſtitution, 
Fo; now they are laid open to the repꝛo⸗ 
ches ofthe woꝛld : they are counted vile, 
and of no eſtimation: but then they ſhalbe 
. and repleniſhed with gloꝛp, when 
hall power his glozie vpon them. 
Cherekoꝛe to all the godly and ſaintes he 
hall not eome auſtere oz terrible, but glo- 
nous and admirable: that they may be led 
ſato an inheritance incoꝛruptible. 1 pet. 1:4. 
In all them that beleeue. This is ad- 
dedfo2 an erpoſition. Foꝛ thoſe whom be⸗ 
foze he had called ſaints, he now calleth 
beleeuing v ſigniſtyng. that there is no ho⸗ 
nes in men without faith, but that all be- 
A deuold of faith, are pꝛophane 


3: Becauſe 


SSS 


N e r r 


_ 1 


The Figure 


\ Becauſe our teſtimony toward yd 
was beleeued. That which he ſpake g 
nerally of the ſaintes, he now applieth ule: 
the Theſſalonians, that they might null 
doubt them ſelues to be of that numba eln 
Becauſe ſaith he, vou belecued my pi 
ching, Chꝛiſt hath now gathered you in ot 
the number of his ſaintes, whom he wih 
make partakers of his glozie, TheretogWa 
vc ſpalbe lale from all thoſe euils, whi 
hang euen ouer the heads of the wic ae 
and ſhall take hold of them:and they al 
which afoze time haue derided you as m 
and furious men, ſhall haue you in git 
admiration, Foz theſe thinges are [poo 
ken to the faithfull foz their conſol; 2 
which either haue becne, oz are in afflicy 
a carmel pred ly 

4 becauſe the Ln 
the witneſles of Chzilt Therefoze let kt 
learne,that then the yzomiſes of God aſt 
firme in vs, when we doe teedfaltly n 
—_— _ 
„ u mataay, TheApoltle voth the 
koꝛe — U— the delrs 
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hid: but whenChzilt which is our life Coloſ. 3. 3. 
halbe manifeſted, then ſhall wee alſo ap- 
are with him in glozie, And in another 
ict it is ſaid, Knowing in your Heb. 10.; 5. 
lues, how that ye haue in heauen, 2 
er and an induring ſubſtance. Caſt 
jot therefore away your confidence, 
hich hath great recompence of re- 
ard, For ye haue need of patience, 
at after ye haue done the wil of God, 
might receiue the promiſe. For yet 
very litle while, and he that ſhal come, 
l come, and will not tarry. 7 
1 Wherefore we alſo pray alwayes 
wor you thar our God may make you 
ogrorthy of his calling, and fulfill all the 
od pleaſure of his goodnes and the 
or ke of faith with power. 
This is the Epilogue, oz concluſion 
chat which goeth befoze, which conſt- 
ih of pꝛaper that the Theflalonians 
mn: be-p2eſerued in that knawlevge of 
Winituall thinges, and may growe moe 
= nio2e therein, and p2oceeving, at the 
may abide ronſtart in the ſame. It 
Wthe manner of the Apoſtle in all har. 
Wd difficult thinges to ande pꝛapers. 
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payers;”' Foz faith and chat reuerenct 
which we beare to the deuine maieſtie, dot 
teach that the beſt giftes of God mult be 
ſougght koꝛ and gotten by pꝛapers. To the 


end cherekdze the Theſſalonians might 
know, chat they haue noed [continually of 
the help uf God he pꝛoteſteth that he pꝛay⸗ 
eth koꝛ them. As if he ſhould ſay, ye art 
called by my miniſtery through the Goſpel 
vacg ſaluation:but pet pe haue nced of fat 
ther confirmation, namely ofſuchconfir 
matton; as may make you wooꝛchy of his 
calling, and to pꝛoſite and perſenerc in the 
ſame; Foz this tonſtrmation and perſeue 
rance, becauſe it is a heauenly gift, J dot 
viligentiy pꝛaye vnto God to giue it you, 
And he ſpeaketh of the end and perfect ac 
compliſhment, which conſiſteth in perlt 
uerance. Foꝝ God had vouchſafed already 
do callthem. Butz we being too ready to 
fall away, it is no gramartie to vs, that 
dur votation is not after that made frw 
ftrate;anyſoſhould it be in deev , it lo be 
Don dim unt rſtabliſhe the ſame in vs 

— Wherefeit is ſaid that me are counted 
Sooꝛthy, when: wc come to the full fcoptY}.. 
and perfection. And, it ſo be that our me 15 


FD 


. of Antichriſt. 
neaoth make vs woozthy; to what ende 
ſenldir be needful to pꝛay vnto the Loꝛd 
chat he would mae vs wooꝛthy of his 
calling? Therefozerhat woꝛthineſſe doth 
on the liberal goopneſle of God. 
And fulfil althe good pleaſure of his 
goodneſſe. The — thing koz the 
which he pꝛayeth fo2,is the arcoplifhment 
of the grace and goodneſſe of God. Paul is 
| mextolling the grace of God. 
n not being contented that be hath na⸗ 
nen bis gaw@pleaſure, he Caich, that the 
from the goodnesof god. 
«| Now-when we doe heare that the free 
qrodpleaſire of God, is the cauſe-ofour 
aluation,and that the ſame is founded on 
Ice grate of Gad, are we not moe then 
„Iwo we dare arrogate eme ne 
derte lenſt ching: 

the worke of faithwi ih, power. 
| tis toſay;thathe would — ve- 
Y?wozke of faith chzough —— 

ſeurage at the mind, the winch b 
hood ſetled in mens mindes, — 
Nb aduerſities, In tbeſe wozds there 
Lana mal weight. Height have an in 
" ö yourfaithmay * 
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calleth it, good pleaſure. And chen he voth dift 
p20ceed further in explayning the matter, en 
that God was by no other means induce er 
the by his goodnes: foz in vs he found no⸗ nt 
thing but milerie. Neither doch Paul a Nene 
tribe the beginning only of our laluatim uns 
to the grace of God, but all the partes than 
thereot alſo. Thus the ſophiſticall coment art 
and imagination of the [coole men is con et 
futed hom that wer are pꝛeuented by ty 

grace ol Odd but pet are holpen by m n 
tites following . But Paul in che wic n 
courſe ofſaluation,voth admitte nothing 

dut the mete grate ol God And becauft g 
the good plealure of God is now mau 
perfite , he expoundeth his minde in there 
woꝛdes, ¶ The worke of faith], Andau 
talleth it a won in relpert of God, which 

woozketh faith in vs, as if he would lee 
that he may perfect and ftnich the building res 
offaith which he hath begun. r 

| With power, That is to ſay, effet 0 
cually. Ve alludeth vnta the blelling en 
effiracie vf Gov, by which he voth dene 

and make au faith effectitall, And wic 
al he giueth to vnderſtand, that the perle e 
lee wee nf 1 
122 $9 | vilcul 
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perience, the reaſon whereof may eaſily 


lf ene —— 
cilitie is, how many lets ore thurſt 
damm kunel partes and alſo how grei⸗ 
sand minifold the temptations of Sa⸗ 
than be, Therefozc except we be woon⸗ 
verfully holpen by the power of God, faith 
neuer come to her full perfection, 
m it ions eaſie.a matter to finiſhe and 
k faith in a man, as it is to 
ilda Tower of water, which chalbe ſo 
nd ſtrong. that it ſhal abide the bea⸗ 
12 flouds,and tempeſtious ffozmes, and 
—— higher then the cloudes. And 
ere euen as fluible and vaniſhing as 
7, as appeareth by thele wooꝛdes 
be woman of Thecoa, we are as wav 
which ground, which cannot 2. Sam. r 4. 


athered vp againe. 
fat the name of our Lorde Ie- 
$Chriſt may bee glorified i in gon, 
bor: in him, accordi 
e of our God, and of — 


Chriſt. The Apoftle had the? 
en. hag —— 


The Figure 1 
foꝛ vs to aſke at the haudes of God in uu 
pꝛayerg. To this admonition he addeth 
crpoſitionofthe finall cauſe, why he Us | 
edfo2 the increaſe of faith, and fo2 pe 
rance in'sthers,t why he teacheth to p 
after his exaple : namelp.that the name 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt may be gloꝛitied in vs t 
we alfo may be glozified by Chziſt, 1 1 
beneſite of the grace of our God and 8 
Sauidur Jeſus Chaft,The which elf 
ally is to be noted, that they in like ma 
are to be gloxiſted in Chꝛiſt, which 
{ct faozchhis glozie. Fox firſt ol al y w a 
derfulgoovneſſe of God vothſhine1n th 
that he wil haue his glozieto be ſeenel 
which are couerev with repꝛoch k ſha 
But here is a double miracle. Me 
mabe s to ſhine with — 

he himſelle recciuen gloꝛy ſlom vs inlt 
manner againe: and therefoꝛe he adden 
-- According to the grace of our C i 
Fox nothing belongreß vntovs;neitherWi 
the action: it felfe, noꝝ in the effectl 
ſtuit. Fun Our life is tomie into the: 
rie pi dd. y the onelx direction ant 
dieting os the holy Ghaſt, And mn 
(here ſpzingethſo much fruit from tl 


, 


+4 * > 
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—.— bur that tothe great mer ⸗ 
deuecthcleſſe, tf we be not too 

e ot nes we will thinke it 

er — to endeuour our ſeluts 

Fl 2 vs, to ſet fooꝛth and ads 
erhe glozie of Chziſt, the which is: 

ned with our glozie, Therfozochis 

tu be the ſcope and ende of all our 

wadzkes, that we doe e 

1 Nie of God. | 951 E 


ner II. 


OW ve beſeech you, bre- 
thren, by the comming of 
our Lorde leſus Chriſt, and 


Mour aſſembling vnto him. 


bang other part of the Epiſtle; ö 
tonſiſteth of inſtruction, and ethoz⸗ 
dn; Fo) he teacheth euldently by cer⸗ 

faine figr 5, where che day of the L ond ſhal 
nt. The e 
e, ( which he 

= 


, oth e wozid was not farte offt. 
bred! — patios 


= Pp n 

Wi 
3 b 
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ly affirmed,thatnow already the end of l 
things was imminent: and ſo they greatly 
troubled the Church. Theretoze that 
they might fozſake that concciued opinj 
on, and vnderſtand the truth, Paul labo 
reth, ſhewing what mult firlt goe befoze 
the romanener af cho I 


ane coat fd. £7: 


L Houd came, al 
tooke them Al; away: ſo ſhall alſo tix 
yd c—_—_ of the ſonne of man be. 
* Allo the Apoſtle ſetteth vowne viue! 
44 1 1. Tim. 4. t. fixnes in his bis Epiſtle ts Timothy hen 


| platth Now theſpiri 2 
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dently, that in the latter times ſome 
hal depart from the faith, and (h Igiue 
heed vnto {; piricsofcrror & d do kines 

of diuels, pt ſpeaks lyes + 


e ane bene their conſciences 
Hh hot iron. forhiddinara 


befoze the comming ol c. 


wall long 
_kidgment, be ſcene, e 
> 2 
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ly affirmed,thatnow already the end of al 
things was imminent: and ſo they greatly 
| troubled the Church, Mheretoꝛe that. 
| j they might fozſake that conceiued opini- 
[! on, and vnderſtand the truth, Paul labo⸗ 
reth, ſhewing what mult firlt goe befoꝛe 
the comming ofthe Loꝛde, and with what 
| ſignes aud thinges pꝛecurrent men are to 
| be.fo2ewarned. Theſe ſignes in the ſcrip- Y. 
| Twoforr& of tures are many, and pet of two ſoztes, 
ſignes which Whereof ſome ſhall pꝛecurre and be ſeene 
| ſhalbebetore long befo2e, other ſome ſhall go betoꝛc his 
| rhe iudgment comming to iudgment but a ſhoze time. 
*. Concerning the ſignes going lang befoze 
| Mar the; iudgment dale, our, ſauiour Chit 
Nat. 24.37. faith : As the dayes of Noah were, ſo 
. likwiſe ſhall the comming of the ſonne 
| 17. 26. of man be. For as in the dayes before 
the floud, they did cate and drinke, ma- 
e in marriage, vnto the day 
lat Noe entred into the Arke, and 
knew nothing till the floud came, and 
toołe them all away: ſo ſhall alſo the 
comming of the ſonne of man be. 
Alo the A 


- FD 
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poſtle ſetteth downe diuers - 

ſignes in bis Epiſtle ts Timothy where 

heſaith ; Now theſpirir 9 — Do 
Y ent 


. TIim.4. 1. 


A 4 | 1 
' L - that in! latter times ome . 10 
dpa from thefaith,and ff l giuc * 


heedyvnto ſpiritsof error & doctrines % 
of diuels, which, ſpeake lyes through li 1 
crilie, and haue their conſcięnces 1 
J : 775 r « } * 17 + 
burnedwith a hot iron, forbidding to 1 
marty, and commaunding to abſteine 11 


from meates.&c. And in another place --.. 10 
„Fe This know, thar in theta - rim. 
ayes ſhall come perilous times. For 
men ſhalbe louers of their owne ſelues, 
gouetous, boaſters, proud, curſed ſpea- 
rs, diſobedient to parents, vnthank- 
fall, vnholy, without naturall affecti- 
on cruce breakers falſe accuſers, intem- 
perate, fierce, diſpiters of them which 
are good, traytours, heady, high min- 
ded, louers of pleaſures more they 10 
ners of God, hauing a ſhewe of gt 
7 haue denied the Cochoſe which 
A. among theſe ſignes allo thole w} 
Paul reherſech heere in his 14 ths 
Ibeſtalonians, concerning the falling a 
incere doctrine, and the reus 


* 


4 Ihe fi ̃ 2 


albe thoze neere the lubgment dap, K as 
it wete within the vew ol the lame are 
theſe: Straight after che tribulation of 
thoſe dayes, the ſunne ſhalbe darkned, 
and the moone ſhall looſe her light, 
and the ſtarres ſhall fall from heauen, 
arid the powers of heauen ſhalbe mo- 
bree the ſigne of the ſon 
of man appearę in 8 Vow thele 
thinges ſhalbe as touching thefome and 
no man tan tel vncilthey come to 

err o the Apoſtle ſaith, I would not, 
ren, that ye ſhold be ignorant of 
ſecrer, that partely obſtinacie is 
cometo Ifacll,vnrill the fulneſſe of the 
Gentiles be come in. And ſo all Iſraell 
ſhalbe ſaued, as it is written: The deliue- 
ret ſhall come out of Sion, and ſhall 
thrneawaythe yngodlinesfrom Jacob. 
c. This ſhalbe a pꝛeſent ſigne of the 
ming of the Lozde, But how the 
une ſhall come 8 205 

be che very moment of the fulfilling 
=D.” of the Gentils, let him that can, 
2 » define it, It rather is in vs —.— 
ee appointrhe time. 


- ; - 
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time will one day come (ſaith Augi Auguſt Iba: 
ſtine) wherein e K the Iewes⸗ IF — I. 
in the ſauing health of the Goſpell, Pa. 

ſhalbe manifeſt. But when, aud how 

wy ſpalbe-heyorh ame pee 
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Gethir ertremiitfe, and lining in ſeturi⸗ 
. contemme as a kable thoſe thinges 
Which in the Scriptures are ſpoken of the 
bien Chziff to iudgment: againſt 
m the Apolkle peter wziteth this: 
Tune ſhall come in che laſt dayes,moc. 
etsrhich will watkeafter their ow ne 
Juſtes, and ſay, where is the promiſe 
A comming? For fine the fathers | 
ed; all thinges continue in the ſame 
ar py wherein tree at the begin- ; 
"ny! Sec. Where! oe as men ought not to 
ö & he of credit, 2 vainet- 
mag rent ion ;of ſire as ate fooliſhly cu 


Flüche 5 n 7 times and 
eh 
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Wet 
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he rin 
blog For ne, and- 1 5 by | | 
3 4 on ither rhe da nab dere , 
Ro rae agar: a 
I. tr 1 
ther 0 ase vy worde. nor by 
ait were from vs, 24s thought 
y 


of Antichriſt. 
day of Chriſt were at hand. 70. 
—— [mind] he vnderſtan 
detha ſound faith, which is grounded vp⸗ 
au wholclome doctrine. Foz they hau 
beenc. ratried and rapt as it were into a 
trance and aſtoniſhment by this foꝛger 
imagination, which the Apoſtle reterterh. 
Yereherſech here thꝛee kindes of decem, 
the which he would haue the Theſſato- 
mans tu take heed} The firſtof:whi 
this: Neither by ſpirit: That ix to 
Mreuelation, oz pꝛophoſie: by which; = 
godlpinen haue deceived manp, boaſting 
che ſpirit of God, when as they were led 
y their wirken deſirts and luſtes. They 
knew that the name of the fpirite was ho⸗ 
. Te 
to | 
tozeas the manner of the Dine: ts;:to 2. Cor. 1 1. 
himlelfe into an Angel ol light, 82 
0 had ſtollen this title to da 
3 wirhall. And alchough - 
eee be hg ae, 
1 Art et ic better by um 
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not : accoꝛding to the ſaying of Ga 
dotin, Prooue the ſpirits —— 
be ot God ox no. QUAith uch a ſpirut 
ſometime the Montaniſtes, and Valenti 
mans, and nam the Catabaptiſtes, wen 
ann ate endued, by which they haue greav 
Ipdeceiuedthe ſimple. Therfoze the Apo 
te would not haue the faithfull tobemy 
-ued from holeſome' doctrine, though a 
Angell come from heauen and teaches 
- Sherwiſe then he hach taught already, & 
Nor by warde. The other kindef 
1 is by — to ſay, by ry 
deliueren by the mouth, the whi 
——— h, the which 
bilitie, 


„ w 1 4 Soo 
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deceine;andmay get that commended by * 
the authozityof man, which els comming 
naken would not be receiued. Hereby the 
it dach appeare, that this impudency hath 
beene pꝛactiſed long ſince, to counterfeite 
the names ol other men 5 Thereby the 
mercy of God toward vs appeareththe 
— and moze woonderful, that Paul 
being yet liuing, and ſeeing his name fall⸗ 
[abuſe inſozged wꝛitings, his Epiſtles 
yotu: ding haue been pꝛeſerued ſafe 
and ſdun doncilthis age. Uerily this could 
ſo come to paſſe neither by chance, no 
— -antman if ſo he God by 
his power. had not ſuppꝛeſſed Sathan and 
al his miniſters. By this ſathanical pꝛac⸗ 
tile. which Paul here condemneth, it can⸗ 
nat be tald hom filthily certaine le wd var- 
lets haue deluved the Church qt Hod ws 
r 3 
| and decretals , 3 NET s 
crane men, az elſe 0 * 
ES were had: in great 2 
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liuing would neuer allow. Foz there m 


Canons and Carried about, certaine Canons of the 
Decrecalsof poſfleg, certaine Epiſtles of Apoſtolitai 


Rome, 


men, and many other bookes beſide, ben 


ing the name ol Auguſtine, o Ambroſe 


which bookes theſe men neuer law. Am 
pet notwithſtãding there want not ſome, 
Who taking this place koz their groum 
and warrant, will thurſt vpon the Church 
of God wharloeuer they lit, obiectin) 
that all thinges are not revealed in the 
Ocriptures, which are neceſſartly ren 
red to true pie tie and godlinelſle: becauſe 
mention is hete made ol ſpitite, ot᷑ wozde, 


and ol an Epittle by vuhich (lay they) 
moe ablolute doctrine hath beene re 
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firmingPrhey were iuſtitied by Apo⸗ 
Itradition, c afterward confirmed 


bpthe Epiſtles of Apoſtolicall men, 
al bythe reuelation of the holy Ghoſt, 
n theleranenous | 
peed being couered with ſheep Mat. 7. 15. | 
doe tome to no other ende, but to 
puble, rent, and deuoure. Let vs faith⸗ | 
[ ly hold and keepe the minde of Chziſt, 
apthe ſotind and Apoſtolicall xroundes 
{ome and true religion. So hal we 
1 by no manner ok meanes. 
As ooh the day of Chriſt were at 
ande. This place ſemeth to be con- 
etomany other places of Scripture, 
ethe holy Ghoſt doth pzonounce that 
tu be at hande. But they are eaſily re- 
5ciley fox in reſpect of Godicisat hand, pſal. 90. 4. 
nch whom oiie day is as athonſad yeers, 2 Per. 3.3, 
Fa thouſand ycers as one day. Neuerthe⸗ 
L ond would haue vs daily to wait 
ſame, # not to appoint vnto 
w ſelues a certaine time. Watch (ſaith 
3 for ye knowe not Mar. 133. 
time is. Buttheſe falſe P20- 
„ whom Paul confuceth;/feeing it 
* vpon to hold mens mindes in 
; * ſuſpence, 


1 
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ſuſpence, leaſt they ſhuld be wearied wi 
the tediouſnes of delay, commanded the 
to be careleſle concerning the ſhozt p ſpy 


dy comming of Chziſt. 


Let no manne decciue you by amel 
meanes: for that day ſhall not cometh! 
except there come a departing firſt, M 
that that man of ſinne be diſcloſed, 
uen the ſonne of perdition. 4 1 

Paul againe admoniſheth the Thee 


lonians to beware that they bee not de 
ceyued, that hee might make them tl - 
moze vigilaunt and heedefull to then 
ſelues, and that hemight-diſcouragea . 
dilmaythoſe whiche laye in wayte tohutÞ% 
the limplicitie of ſuch as belceued. - 
Thardaie ſhal not come,cxcept U 
theendthe Theſſalonians might ant 


„ bapne pꝛomiſe to them ſelues that t 


dab a their, redemption mar at hen 
2 megcal 
e of the defection: and dil 
eChurchc.to come-,:- This arrest 
wa — — 11 


s- Diſciples, when they queſtion 
of teenve ofthe dolle | 
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dwülke them to pꝛepare themlelues 
d the —— And after that hee 
+ ſpallach poker _——— — 
ic the which the e u 
'an — waſted and ſpopled, hee ad⸗ Mat. 24. 
ome lech that the ende commeth not pet, but 
ri Fhatthele thinges are the beginninges of 
d, ohicowes, Alter the ſame manner Paul 
ponounceth. that the faithfull mutt 
4 along time befo2c they can obtapne 


rm f 


t ecco 
| | ia , ſignift- 
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bnto'vs. The ſecond is when the n 
woozſhippe of God, which he hath cu 
maunded, is fozſaken, oz by any man 
of meanes violated. Fo by faith in Chi 
we are made Chꝛiſtians and the people 
God: from the which when we doe fal 
we are made runawapes, Apoftatars 
and whatſoeuer elſe , ſaue the people 
God. In like manner they which dep 
from the obedience of Gods commaunk 
ments, are rightly called the congrequ 
on ofthe wicked: and the name of Ch 
ans,02 of the people of God, cannot he 
kenden rightly to apperteine vnto the 
And the wickedneſle of either of thele 
tections is encreaſed, when the pꝛolel 

of ſtrange wooꝛchippings is ioyned then 
with, o the which God hath commz 
nothing at all: eſpecially when thf 
fained to be done tothe honour of hin 
when they are ſaid to be ſuch as df 1 
the fauourofGod, and of the gifts un 
miſſion ot ſinnes and of euer A1 81 

oꝛ elſe when they are affirmed to be nt 
ſarie, and ſuch as cannot be omitted u 
out ſinne. Foz they are contrarie tu 
aich in Chꝛiſt, and to that woozHhipl 
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which God himlelfe hath commaunded. 


b This therfoze is a notable place and woz- 


* 
* 
: 

: 7 


thyto be marked. This was a ſoze and 
rilous temptation, which might quaile 


th moſt couragious, to ſee the Church 


hich with ſo great labozs, by little & lit⸗ 


v dat bery hardly was erected in a meane 


fate; ſodenly as ſhaken downe with a 
5 pelt, to fall. Paul therefoze doth afoze 
and arme, not onely the mindes of the 


1 lheiſalonians, but alſo of all the godly, 


ven it hall befall the Church to be 
pate and \cattered,they be not terre⸗ 
das with a new and ſtrang thing. 
But becauſe the interpꝛeters haue di⸗ 
rilp wꝛeſten this place, we muſt firſfof 
U indeuour to get the true and pꝛoper 
ming of che Apoſtle. Me denieth that 


5 2 of Chzift ſhall come befoze ſuch 


* defection, and the kingdome of 

a thall haue gotten place in the 

That p2operip is nat the des 

ben as there ſhalbe a departiag 

5 fromthe Roman Empire, as many 
{me thought : but {po/7a/ie 02 defection 


defection Apoſtaſie de- 


6 from. the faith Chun fined. 
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and rom the puritie ofthe Tuangelical 
doctrine,and a declining to falſe wozſhi, 
accozding to the fantaſies of men. Am 
thus they are'Apoltatacs, which fozſake 
Chuiſttanfaith, ſeruing idols, anddeligh 
1 ting themſelues with ceremonies deuiln 
| Ex0d-32,6, by men, Euen as when ß Ilraelites woy 
1 ſhipped the Golden calfe, being wearie 
with the long ablence ol Moſes, and decli 
ning fromthe pꝛeſcript law of God, beci# 
Apolkataes. Paul therfo2e calleth a tre 
cherous defection from God, apoltaſiz 
and the ſame not to be of one man oz ol 
kewe, but ſuch a defection as crtendeth 
kelle farre and wide inthe greater mull 
tude okt men. Foz ſeeing the apoſtaſiels 
namen without any addition, it caum 
be reſtrayned vnto a fewe. Mow, no oth}! 
can be vnderſtood to be Apoſtatacs, bu 
ſuch as haue aloze time giuen their nam 
to Chziſt and to his Goſpell, Paul then 
koze tozeſhewethacertein general delt 
tion of the viſible Church: asifhe hau 
lap: the Church mult bebzought into f 
and hoꝛtihle decay, befoze th full refl 
ing chereot doe come. Hereby we mayt 
| fy gather,how pzofitable this Þ hen 
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hadnot F | a pewe 7 . * 
— to paſſe. ern 
ex dow | this day, waying with yeeres are to 
theme the long time ol the Churches be accounted 


rrclining and deſolaris vnder Antichriſt, from the time 


3 ö 
11 
1 


— 
10 


. 
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ich continued by the ſpace of 400 of Pope Gre. 
lp 4+ peers gory the 7, Ve | 


nr doe beginne to wauer and ? ne of 
wube, as if this came not to paſle by the Man — - 
determination and counſell of God, The ther. F 
Papiltes co couer the tiranie of their idol q From Greg 
» Make this excuſe, that it could not 5 — 
that Chziff would ſo long time fozſake ire wer” $2 ” I 
his Church, But the weake haue here 5 * — : | 
bherewith to ſulteine themſelues, when oc rhercabour. 1/1 
due heare that the defoꝛmitle of the — | 
* which they behold, was fo long a⸗ Fit 
Neſhewed, But $ impudencieofthe 
' is manifeſtly contiiticed, becauſe 
bye Apoitle pzonounceth that there wall 
"ne à defection, when the woulde is 
Hunppt vnder the gouernment of Chyilt, 
that the defection is a treacherous 
59009, by which men depart from the 


The Figure 
Chaiſtian faith; and from the woozſhippe 
which Go hath commaunded , oz elle 

ag ant all wo hips 


re inf uted, And it nette 

a pefettion ſhould be admitted 
tilpzactiles ofdeceiuers,(which 
5 and each wicked thinges) befo!! 

Tuch time as Chꝛiſt hould come oy 
puniſhment tothe vnthankfull and vnbe 
leening, but to the godly, foz a triall am 
erercile of their faith Whercby alſoq 
way was made to Antichriſt to inuadt 
the Church, and to oppzeſle the libertied 
the ſame,and that enime ok the Churches 
of Chꝛiſt and aduerſarie vnto God, raygs 
ing, the defection grewe moze and mor. 
Foꝛ he came to ſeduce & deſtroy p wozld 
1 with the woozkes oferroz. The fault u 
Luke. 18,8, *fthis ſpirituall * is alſo ſpoke 
AS. 20. 29. Aby Chiilt intheſe woozwes; When the 
Pet. 2.1. Jonne of man commeth , thinke ye 

Inde.2.4. that he ſhall finde faith on the cartly 

1. Tim. 4. 1. The authozs and maiſters of which Aj 
ſtaſie inthe Church, are the name 
falle voctrine. — the? 

ke — 
| of ſinne be 12 


! 


And tha 
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of Antichriſt. 


The Apoſtle here putteth down 
- comming of Ehuſt, 
Jt : WLULES abi ncere doctrine - 
>. Sto as wan of ; $643 
nd aTenetarion of chat de» 


10 | 


4 


AY 
fection 02 Mhat h 


02 departing. ment by 
the foꝛmet ſigne we hat 


1 alte ady ev, 


Now we muſt intreate of the latter ſigne, 

hat is to ſay, ot the reuelation and ozici- 
nall of Antichriſt, And to the end the 
diſciphering of this beaſt and —— 
may appeare the moze plaine, we wil Lbs, 
beginto deſcribe the place: ſecondly, the kabedb/ . 
perfon with his names, and thirdly his chinges. 
qualities 


The place and ſeate of this monſter The place or 
Antichriſt, is Rome in Italie, as ſhalbe ſear of Anti- 
poued by the 17. chapter ofthe Reuclas it. 
tion of S. John, the 9. verſc, where the 
expounding to ſaint John the mi⸗ 
ſterie ofthe beaſt with ſeuen heades, eui⸗ 
dently declareth, that thoſe ſeuen heades 
doe ſignifte ſeuen hils, whereon the wo- 
nan ſitteth. Ten this being manifeft, 
the woman ſigniſieth a great Cirie, 
Tec vs ſee where we can finde a great Ci⸗ 
Ue builded vpon * * by 
M71 2 t 


rn. lon, oz Ron IE, — ok Antichriſt. 
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13 1 1 igure | 
ei, Baby- derer Magee angel is Bab. 


_m_ = 
== 
Miet un | e. 
ert doe tökelſerh de which in bull 
8 ven ppi. bi ils hole names are theſe:Pa- 
— — Exqui· 
linus, Viminalis, Quirinalis and Caæli- 
us. Thisis ſo euident a demonſtration of 
I Rome to be Babilon, buitved on 7, hils,) 
= p Angel could not moze plainely haue c 
= preſſed Rome though he had named her, 
Ks But if any man vpon peeuiſh obſtinacit 
7 will extept, that the wozde of hils haue 
nother and are taken meta 
phozically foꝛ ſome other thing, he may 
eaſily be conuinted by this reaſon: that 
this interpꝛetation of the Angell muff ei 
ther beplaine and caſte to be vnderſtood, 
d elle it veſerueth not the name of an its, 
terpꝛetation. Therefoze if the _— 

ing about to expound te miſterie of the 
ſeuenheaves, giueth this erpoſitioy tho 

| * theyſignifieſeuenhils 2 if hils be not 

kenin their pzoper ſence, towhat 


a 
Now in all the 
I q 

to be tot | 
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of A 
of Antichriſt. 


ſerueth this erpoſition:Fo2 it the name ol 
— | anather expolicion, he 
AZ go ub Ln Wot 
in ns 
4 fot hils, and ff the Citie ! d vpon 
- Þ, ſenenhils, wirhour allcontroverfte.t the 
- & Citie ofRome. 
Poxeouer inthe laſt verſe of the 17, 
Chapter of Johns Reuelation, the Angel 
wo2des ſaith, that the woman 
int John ſaw, (which was the 
* of Babylon) is that great 
Citie, whiche hath dominion ouer the 
kings of the earth. What bꝛaſen kare ir 
as to deny that Rome was 
that great Citie, which had dominion o⸗ 
uer the kinges of the carth at that time 
when this was ſpoken * ©? y 
\Citie had dominion ouer the kinges 
the earth in ſaint Johns time but Romie? 
Irenzus, amolk ancient docto2 ofthe 


Sage ſcholler of Policarpe. and ha- 


1 . 
, ®. * * * 9 
. 
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* 
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The Figure 


W889 The numbring Citit of Rome, And therekoꝛe he re- 
of the beaſtcs 

name by the 
Wi grecke letters. 
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o. 
Ns ſought at Rome, This opinion of Irene: 


© Tertul.aduerſ. us is about 14. hund zed peres old. Tet- 
Marti on. lb. 3. tullian alſo a very auncient waiter plain 
ly affirmeth , that Babilon ſiqniſieth 
Rome. And Chryſoſtome vpon this 
1 Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians ſaith thus, 
| \ Towards the declyning of the Romane 
Empire, Antichriſt ſhall comme, and 
not without cauſe. For ſo long as this 
Empireſhall floriſh, none will eaſily be 
ſubiect vnto it. But this being deſtroy- 
od he ſhal inuade the power of the Ems 
p being void, and ſhal take it to hit 
Ale, infomuch as he will take vppos 
e Empire both of God & me! 
or as all kingdomes which were b& 
tore the Romane Empire, were d 
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of Antichriſt. 
d:euen ſo ſhall the kingdome of 


the Romãs be 1 by Antichriſt. 
8. Hierome alſc ** ee This _ prefagy || 


lor — 1 is whoore clo. Lib 3 
— be po ps, can 1 
ſigniſie no — g vnto vs then {5 
Rome. And Auguſtine faith, Babylon duni. de |) 
is the firſt Rome, and Rome theſecond ci. ele q 
Babylon. By theſe & other teſtimonies of * 
old wꝛiters, which might be alleaged, it is 
manifeſtly pꝛoued, that Rome in Italie is 

lon, the ſeateof Antichriſt. 

the perſon ol Antichriſt 

— vinery fantaſies and opi⸗ 
nions, ſome by a fooliſhe opinion haue 
thourht that Antichriſtſhuld be one onely 
man, which ſhould come of the tribe ol 
Dan, and ſhould be bozne in Babylon, and 
ſboulde raigne certeine yecres , tothe 
grrat detrement and hurt of the faithkull. 
Seve dane deemed Mahomet to be this 
who hath alienated his Turks 
danch. Dtherſome haue dzeamed, p 
b was tranſlated out of the wooꝛlde 

| an Antichriſt, with his 

ptovere the Church. But Paul 

th not ſpeake * of one man, but of a 


= Mat.24. 15. kingvome which Sathan ſhall iniop a 


The Figure 


poſſeſſe, that he may ſet. vp the ſcat ofah 
homination in the middeſt or Gods ten 
ple, Now, (r48-manifel. that the he 
then Emperourg Nero t the reſt, vid na 
. fit intheChurthorOod:therfoze the hes 
thi perow4s not this Antichriſ, 
Aud by the lame realon it is manifeſt that 
Mahomet is not that eſpecial Antichriſt, . 
becauſe he ſitteth without the temple 
God. Againe it is manifeſt in the Scrip 
tures that Antichriſt ſhould deceiue the 
wozlde with falſe doctrine,vnder pꝛetenn 
and colour of true religion, and therefoit 
ſu often times the ſcripture fozewarnet) 
men that they bee not ſeduted by hin 
which were needleſſe, if any open pw 
feſſen enemie ol Chꝛiſt ſhuld be that Anti 
chriſt. Foz there is no liklihood, that 
an heathen man, a Jew,o2 a Turk, coul 
beceiue any multitude ol true Chziſtians! 
but he that vnder the pꝛetence of the nam 
of Chꝛiſt ſeeketh moſt of all to vefate ih 
honour of Chyilt : he is a very ſubtill ad 
nerfarie , and the very ſpirit of Anti 
cheiſt:ns Saint John allo in his Epi 
porhtellific, Fa inthe ſecond Chaps 
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of Antichriſt. 


) Jet! „1 N K cheth 
be ſpirit or Antichriſt, 


3 
60 
' 


denieth leſus Chriſt 
tobe come in the fleſh. That is to ſap,he 
that derogateth any thing from the honoz 
of Jeſus to bee Chzift, and in his fleſhe to 
have perfozmmed the full wozke of mans re 


demption(as the Pope doth moſt blaſphe⸗ 
mouſly) he is Antichriſt: and who ſo teas 


theth any ſuch doctrine, ſpeaketh by the 
ſpirite of Antichriſt, 955 / 
Furthermoze this kingdome of abho- 
mination, is deſcribed to vs vnder the pers 
ſon ofone,becauſe the kingdom is one. how 


Toeuer they ſucceſſiuely ſucceeve one ano⸗ 


ther. Wherenpon Saint Auguftine ſaith, 
Antichriſt ſhall come towarde the en- 
pager the Romaine Empire, and hee 

not be a prince, or one man alone, 
but a multitude of men are ys +, 
mito him, u ho together with him al- 
called Antichriſt, and he ſhall ſitte in 


the 


2 
N 


Auguſt. lib. 20. 


de ciuit. Dei. 
cap.19 


The Figure 


the temple of God, as though he and nh 

his were the Church of God it ſelſe. Mile: 
And in an other place, He ſhal renue ids. I 
latrie, he ſnal ſcater the doctrine of the Am 
Goſpell : and to this end lie (hal keepe ſi 
Magicians, coniuxets and enchaiiters, Wait 
Sec. Nom, euery one knoweth þ fall mic 
cles, wherwith he hath abuſed v peopie,to n 
lead them away from Chꝛiſt. And he tha en 
will ſeehow many of the Popes cameu 
their Popedome, by magicke and ſ(ozcery, Wt 
let him reade p which their owne ſtont re 
wꝛiters haue wꝛitten therof: as Cardin Ii 
Benno, peter the monk, Volateran, Sab 
licus, æ Platina. Thus then we ſee p Au. W! 
tichriſt is not one man alone, which mult i 
come at one inſtant of time, but is at : 
ſtate, ſeat, and ſucceſſion of men, an Em ſt 
pire lifted vp againſt Jeſus Chꝛiſt. am Wo 
fo: this cauſe he is called Antichriſt, that 
is to lay, contrarie to Chzift the mediato Wi 
and not ſimplely againſt God. Foꝛ as hes W! 
called Antiſtrategos ,not only which let 
teth him ſelfe againſt his captame, but a 
ſo which taketh vpon him the place r | 
thozityofthe captaine,being in deed but 
baſe ſouldier ; euen ſo he is Antichriſß 
which is an aducrſary, and pet alen 


* 
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The Figure 


In theſe woꝛds the Apoſtle Paul dot 
The qualities Paint fozthvnto vs as in a table, the live 
ef Autichriſt. Ip Image of Antichriſt in his qualities Aru 
By which wooꝛdes wee may alſo gatha 
what his kingdome is, and in what thine 
voth conlit. Mee attributeth to Anſel 
chriſt chꝛet vices elpetially. namely: Tin 
be an aduerſarie vnto God, and his dium 
doctrine: Not to be cõtented wich then 
wozſhipof God: And to be pꝛoud ⁊ to u 
ouer kaich, as it he were ſome God. fy 
as the kingdome of Chzilt is ſpirituni iu 
this tyzanny muſt needes bee ouer meu e 
ſoules, that hee may bee contrary to ii 
kingvomeofChiite. Thercfoze that thut 
maielt che better knowe Antichriſt, l 
Chzilt ouer againſt him. Fo? he is an # 
ucrſary vnto Chꝛiſt vnder whoſe ty zan h 
Eexecrable dominion, they doe liue, which iim 
deſpiſing che — of tee 
of Ch2iff,map ine credit to wo! 
ked, and viueliſh deluſions, Such are th 
that deny remiſlion of finnes to ſuch as! 
pent: wh h aſcribe ſaluation to their gu Wb 
w02ks:Wp hich haue falſely — fed , 
us Are anger w purgatozp 1 | 
e kerle, who 
prefer 


| 


of Antichriſt. 


eferre duncelles,Archbiſhops,and cers 
ine Biſhops, befo2c the canonicall ſcrips 
ur which take libertic to them ſelues to 
gathn ande to, 02 to — of 
un end: which put no di 
UL callo2 diuine, and 
; whichpreferre 
ſcare God: which boldly al⸗ 
x that anaſlembly of Bilhopsis the 
which laie that their Church cä⸗ 
erte: which earneſtly mainteine that 
looſing are grans 
noche whole churche: which build the 
vpon Peter, and not vppon the 
ke Chyit 3 which will baue the pri⸗ 
ie of the Church a Lopdſhip,ad not a 
: whichmake their Pope a Bis 
dock Bits fox the mainteinaunce of 
w:which in making and appointing 
hon ors. — 
wonclie: which ſcoꝛne this, that all 
* Mane are kings and pꝛieſtes, as from 
number exempted : which condemue 
/ he marriage ofthe miniſters of the wozd, 
i were wich che Cenſozs authozitie: 
dae not ſee, that their good wozkes 
without faith, areſin : which 


— —y— 


The Figure 
do not leaue the pardoning of ſins to Ga 


alone, and to his wozde: which make aw 


ther manner of ſatiſfaccion in repentanc 


then Chziſt him lelle hath done: whichde 
allow that the maſſe is a ſacrifice, ca 
ſiting good woozke: which pꝛonoum 
that Chailt died only fo oziginall inn 
and not foz all ſinnes in generall: which 


ſing dyꝛges fo2 dead mens ſpirits : whi 


haue iudged that remiſſion of ſins is tol! 
redcemed with buying of indulgences, n 


by going on pilgrimages:which alter th 


inſkitutionof Chꝛiſt in the Loꝛds ſuppa: 
which abuſe excommunications foꝛ aw 
ther cauſe,then to make the penitent lx 


ner confeſſe his ſinne: which in matter 
and cauſes of faith, quite without th 
reach of humane reaſon, doe attribute! 


certaine ſtrength to free will, that is tot 


will andpower of men: which will wi 


haue men iuftified befoze God by faith m 


ly: which giue great and diuine honon t 


ta pictures images of ſaints : which n 
fend that it is neceſſary foꝛ the obrapnin 
oteuerlatting life,tomake choiſe of apt 
E of meates:which flatter chemſeluesthi 


4 
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of Antichriſt. 


on they are able to fulfill the lawe of God 
te ans Mvithout Chꝛiſt: which make a lawe con⸗ 
tance Meerningvirginitie and ſingle lite: which 
c<dy Woe not thinke that chaſtitie is the gift of 
tap MO0d 2 which fozbid oathes in cauſes of 
oung faith, and godlineſſe: which tozment 
ſin, ¶ nens conſciences wich humane pꝛecepts: 
whiqWhich diſcharge ſubiects of their obedt- 
whih{Woce vnts mateftrates, The teachers and 
; tolyWMetenders of theſe and ſuch like opinions, 
es, ¶ uhich are contrarie to the wozde of God, 
r Apoſtataes, g the followers of Anti- 
pper: The increace of theſe kind of men, 


| ang 6eplin token that the laſt day appꝛo⸗ 


nd exalteth him ſelfe againſt all The pride of 
hat is called God. Antichriſt, 
The other wicked qualitieofAnti- 
chriſt, is, to extoll himſelfe aboue all 
bat is called God. By which Paul 
neaneth that Antichriſt ſhall violently 
e to himſelfe thdſe thinges which are 
7 to God alone, as, to e xalt hime 
aboue all that is called God, oꝛ that 
* Ens. that religion and the 
? woozthippe of God, may lie vuder 
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The Figure 


ſpeake here of the name ol God, but of his 
maieſty and woꝛſhip, and ſo generally of 
al thoſe thinges which God chalengethty 
himſelle. As if Paul had ſaid, That istrue 


religion, by which the true God alone is 


wozſhipped. This religion the ſon of per 
dition tranſferreth vnto him ſelfe, Non 
whoſoeuer he be that hath learned out al 
the Scriptures, what thinges aremoſt 


pꝛoper vnto God, and ſhall on the contrary 


part behold and couſider, what the pope 
vſurpeth to himſelfe, although he be but 
child of ten peeres of age. he ſhall take w 
great paincsin learning to knowe Ant 
chriſt, The Scripture pꝛonounceth that 
God alone is the Lawe-maker : who ch 


laue aud deſtroy: the onely king to when 


it belongeth to rule and gouerne mens 
foules by his wozd, It teacheth that righ 
teouſnes and ſaluation are to be ſought at 
the handes of Chꝛiſt and no wherc els:and 
it ſweweth the manner & wap bow. Ther 


is none oftheſe thinges which the Pan 
doth not challenge to himſelfe, in wayt 87 


JAS 
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hisrighe. Oe voalterh ha it is in his e hi 


wer to binde mens conſciences with wha 


lawes heluſterh, and ta ſubject them to! 
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of Antichriſt, 


fiernall-puniſhments.. He is woozhip! 
kings as a good and faithfull Pas 
theChurch, he being a moſt wicked 
dereiuer .And although he perfozmech no 
me duty of a good ſhepehe ard, but doth all 
thmgscontrary to the duty of a good Bi⸗ 
hop, yet he is pzoclaymend the molt holy # 
moltvigilant Paſtoz of the Church yea; 
2 moze, the Loꝛde and head dithe 

„ who hath authozitie and power 

be articles of faith „and to make 

[latoes' to2 the perfoꝛming of them. 
— the true and pure doc⸗ 
trineof the Goſpell as wicked and here: 


— farre off is he. from healing auy 


the doctrine and conſolations 
Saanen, inuiting anyone to true 
mdchiſtianrepentance. And pet foꝛ all 
Saen any man to ſay 
without perill, fo much as, whp- doelk 
thin dae this: But he hath ——— 


D all 


— which wil ve ready leuert⸗ 
nithe thoſe: wahich wall — 
— — 
tiral r ſuffer 
tn; ch as tu muxtet againſt che 
* 4 


bs 
* 


The Figute 


Pope:who notwithſtanding fayneth ſinne 


where there is no ſinne, and pꝛoclameth 
rightuoulneſle where there is none at all, 
he either appointeth new Sacraments 
at his pleaſure,oz elſe he coꝛrupteth thoſe 
which Chꝛiſt hath already inſtituted. And 


whynot it it be true which one hath cons 


cluded in the Parliament of Popes at⸗ 


Rome. That God holdeth foz well done, 


all that is done of the Pope: that his will 
is the rule of all right and id righteouſnſſ 
that he can abſolutely doe in this wozlde 
all that God can doe, ſeeing he is all, am 
aboue all thinges : that if he chaunge his 
purpole, it is to be pꝛeſumed, that God 
chaungeth his : that his power extendet 


it ſelfe to heauen and to earth, yea and 


downe to hel:that none may appeale from 
him to God: that he may oꝛdaine againſt 
the Epiſtles of ſaint Paul, as greatit 


thenſaint Paul, and againſt the olde Te Uhi 


ſtament,as greater then any anthoꝛs ther 


bath dilputed wherherhe may oꝛbaine ny 

thing contrarie to the Goſpel, — 

haue not moze power then Peter:w 
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ofAntichtiſt. 


trhzeefe; rhe Dinell hach gone ſofatre in 
this miſterte of iniquitie, that another 
| in the ſcooles not long afoze.Luz 
ers time, whether the Pope did not par» 
ticipate in both natures , the dinine and 
humane, wich Jeſus Chziſt. Mhat J 
Ny pou is to eralt it ſelfe aboue all chat 
rated God, if it be not this, which is 
eis the Pope and his miniſters?s 
The Pope ſpoyling and robbing Gon 
vr this manner of his henoꝛ, lcaueth vn⸗ 
im nothing but a bar eand naked title, 
tranſferringe his whole power vnto hims 
ſelfe, Anm this ts euen that which Paul 
ww adveth, ſaying, , 
So that he doth fit as Godin the 
glemple of God. | 1 
Ao the Apoffle doth moꝛe openly diſs 
Neuer p pꝛide ot᷑ Antichriſt. Antichriſt fits 
ah in the templeof Gov, becauſehe hath 
ling dome in the ſame :p is toſay,pſap? 
Athe falſe P2ophet and the deteiuer be 
' ninwa ly conmmaundthe Church 
1 th ß king, oz rather ů tyrant where he 
Et not. Such a kingdome hath not dia 
amet, noz the Turke(as is already aid) 2 
[ Map be ether lun er ban te cel 
| 2 F | 


| 
| 


| te che tenplen of God , as appeare 0 


The Figure 


&inevante of Chꝛiſt, oz of the Churchal 


Chaiff;fox that kingdome hath beene gots 
ten and enlarged hitherto by warrcs any 
by ſeditions, and he doth ſct vpon the 
Church without. But the dominion of 
che Pope conſtituted and erccted by fraud 
and luperſtition, is ſaid to be the king: 
dome of the Church, ofthe elcct, of — 
and of Chꝛiſt Jeſus: and he by his tiran. 
ny and iniquitie doth ſpoile all thinges 
belonging to Chyiſtian religion. Vets 
thought to be a godly Paſfo2, which is il 
together a thcefe , a ſpopler, and a mol 
greedy rauening woolfe. In theſc fee 
woꝛds of Paul, their erro2 02 rather wib 
full blindnefſe is irfficiently confatet, 
who will haue the Pope therefoze to l 
Chiiftes vicar, becauſe he hath his plan 
and ſeate in the Church by long ſuccelſ 
en, how wickevly ſoeuer he behaue hin 
felfe- Fox Pauldothnot place Antichil 
elſewhere then in the very ſanctuaryd 
God, becauſehe is no fo2raine, but a 


1 


J E — — — Pa 


meſtical enemy which is an aduerſaryb — 


eoChaiſt vnder the name of Chꝛiſt. C 
ſtians, oꝛ rather the hearts ol chun ni 


ofAntichriſt, 
mp teſtimonies of Scripture, In this 1. Cor. 3.16. 
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temple ol God Antichriſt ſitteth, when 2 Cor. 6.16. 


he bindech their conſciences with his 
lawes: when he commaundeth / dayes, and 
monethes, and times to be kept: when he 
vil haue ſome dayes to be faſted, and ſome 
to be kept holy, vpon paine of diſpleaſure 
oftheomnipotent God, and of the bleſſed 
Apoſtles Peter and Paul. He putteth 
meat holineſſe in veſtments , in ſhauen 
trouns, iu chaunting of quiremen, in adoz⸗ 
ting ol teimples, in vnctions, and ſuch like, 
Jutheobſcruationof ſuch thinges, he tea⸗ 
theth men tu put their confidence, and fuz 
— of thele thinges, he com⸗ 
munderh them to repent. To ſuch as 
keepe his'katateshe gineth fat benefices, 
Nebenvs and vignities, maiſterchippe, 
1— d docto ſhip, with ſeraphicall holines, 
es, a peere of iubile, p20- 
ming remillion of all theſt ſinnes, and 
e rlafing like: but ſuch as keepe not his 
awe 7 arr goods, of all 
Me them(if it were 
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„D. uicht be) atthe commandements of Got, 
i But here it may be demaunded, how a 


1. Iim. 3. 1 5 den of ſo many ſuperſtitions can be called 


che Church, which ought to be the pillar 
truth. J-aunſweare, it is ſo called not 
4hat it retaineth all the qualities of the 


Church, but becauſe it hath ſome remain 


der 02 remnant, Thus our ſauiour Chit 


 ;rallevtheChurcha —＋＋  lhcyes 


Fake ; notwithſtanding that the greater 
part were Lions, Beares, and {Qoolues, 
o Hieruſalem is called the holy Citi 


not withſtanding that the greateſt part! 
were wicked. Do che Church is calleli, 
-egne feclve and yet the greateſt patteu 


chatfe darnell, c tares. In lit manner}! 


9 — where the Pope ir 


deth, though it be defiley with ayjinfyi 
number of lacrileges, 

Shewing himſelfe that 1 God 
By thele — the Apoſtle mean eth ihe 
the pꝛide of Antichriſt ſhalbe ſo gres 
chat erempting himſelfe from the numda 
and oder of ſeruants, and 7 
che tribunall leate of onde will 
In him to commaund, not by 
__ but wane ky bing h 
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of Antichriſt. 
$©Remember ye not that when I'was 
ret ith you, Lady ou theſe thinges? 
The Apoſtle — Theſflaloni- 
anftagainetn minde of the doctrine which 
hedolivered-vnto them, ok che diſſipation 
ofthe:Church to come. And this cons 
Wmech the doctrine , that they hav 
-hrard: the lame afozetime lam his 
mauch, leſt they might thinke that it was 
+ deuiſedfoxa time. And whereas he dip av- 
moniſhthemſo timely ofthe kingdome of 
Antichriſt;+ of the ryine, and decay ofthe 
Church which ould be in time to come, 
Whenas vet there was no queſtion moues 
lencerning theſe thinges, no doubt it ſee 
| medtabe a doctrine moſt pꝛoſitablt to be 
in very deed ſo it falleth out. 
| They towhambe ke were to ſee many 
chiungs t 3 troub :but when the 
poll ite did behold agreat part ofthoſe 
———' bis Goſpell, 
— with a wood fury, to de⸗ 
KY Parte tram gonlineſſe, and to runne heads 
diſtruetion;whaccould they doe 
ſebur and ſtand in doubt: But 
3 5 ay sa haſen wall. that God had ſo 
vp ep; becauſe che vuchankfulneſle of 
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men had delerued (uch vengeance. Here 
we may ſee how foꝛgettull men are, when 
their eternall ſaluation is in queſtion. Ile 
are alſo tu obſerye and note the humanitu 
of Paul, who hauing iuſt cauſe to bean 
gr. doth neuertheleſle gentlely repꝛehem 
them. | Fo2 this is a fatherly checke. As 
ik he ſhould ſay, what doe you meane to 
fuffer falſe teachers to trouble pou, and ti 
tarne you away from b eleeuing my pꝛea⸗ 
ching: Remember thoſe thinges which z 
told you befozehand, coccrning theſe mat 
ters, when J was yet with you in Theſſz 
ionica. Fo2 J intreutru and diſputed al 
the Apoſtalle and abhamtnacions.of Anti. 
chriſt, and of the-conming: of the iudgt 
Chaitt taglopit⸗ Mn 
g Hund now yeknowe what, withhok 
— chat he — be reuenleti n 


The Ayottte inthele wozdes prenenteth 

au obiettion which might haue beet. 
made thus: That rauſe is there whywe Y 
 Gonld — ur | 
CRT doth nom en 
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of Antichriſt. 
ſainſayand reſiſt the name of Chꝛiſt and 
hisdoctrine® To this the Apoſtle aun- 
ſwearethyeknow what is the let, oz cauſe 
delay. Many vnderſtand this to be ſpo- 
mol the Romane Empire: Beraule as 
the Monarchie of Babylon was ouers 
thowne by the Medes and Perſes: and as 
gine the Macedonians hauing vanqui⸗ 
hen the Perſians, enioyed the monarchie, 
and at the laſt the Macedonians were 
lubdued by the Romanes : euen ſo Anti- 
chriſt hall violently take vnts himſelft 
the bacant Dominion andruleof the Ro- 
une Empier. Theſe thinges are mol 
it an touching the hiſtoꝛte: but pet the 
meaning ok the the Apodle was other wiſc, 
namely, that the doctrine o the Goſpell 
hoils haut pallage from plate to place, 


Juan tuch tim as almolt the whole wozly = 


here madegiltic of obfkinacie and malitis 
8 wickednes. Foxthcre in no doubt bu? 

# the 1 had heard this 

, whatſoeuer it mas, from 

ith ; afo2e time: fox he putteth 

of thole thinges, which he 
Fenner whenhe ws 
Uery- many as the 
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fozerunners ot Antichriſt, ſought dil 
gently in the time of Paul, and or the g- 
ther Apoffles to ouerthzowe the doctrin 
of the Gofpell with their lies, and de⸗ 
cetueable ſleighte; (euen as Saint Johy 
wꝛiteth, that there were already many 
begunne tu be Antichriſtes.) And pet 
notwithſtanding as pet Antichriſt was 
not fully reuenled. To wheſe full ac 
compliſhment ,- appertaine blaſphemies, 
tharpe-aud:cruell perſecutions, hcreſies, 
and lurch other like impiet ies Ml 
which thinges when the Goſpell had ben 
preached chzoughout the wozlne wee 
in due time revealed;, Paul therein 
pꝛeached vnto the Theſſalonians cout 
ning the wiiterſal calling of the Gentil 
that to all ſaztes ot nien the grace aten 
was tu benfferen, that Chriſt wold malt 
paſſage fox his Goſpeli-thzoughout 4 
che wozlde;; tu the ende the empietien 
men might the moze appeare, and le 
maze plainely conuincen. Therein 
this Impediment,let, and delay (when 
of Paul ſpeaketh) was to be made, u 
till the Goſpell had ended his full court 
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of Antichriſt. 
ought to be firſt in ozver , Therefozche 
In hys time. Becauſe vengeance 


nus to follow and take place, when grace 
was reiected: as in very deed, it came to 


(for the miſterie of iniquitie doth 
aready woorke : onely he which now 
Fithholdeth, ſhall let, till he be taken 
gut of the way.) | 
# The reaſon why Antichriſt all not 
— now, but in his time, is taken 
Num the circumſtance ot time, vntil which 
time Antichriſt ſhall raigne by Gods per» 
Miſſion; Paul teacheth that Antichriſt 
hath at na time ccaſled, but hath alwayes 
Jabourch to intangle and tuſnart the 
Church of CThyiſt. and hathalſogone about 
the very times of the Apoſfles'to ſet a- 
Noch his pꝛactiſes ok iniquitie. Cm as yet 
wap not ſo ſtrong, that Antichriſt 
tualp openly aſſaile oppꝛeſſe the Church: 7 
therefoze-p2iuilie and by ſtelth he ſought 1 
4 doe that, which afterward in due time, 1 
he would doe openly. Foz then he bs 
but lay the foundations ſecretly, vpn 
che which he might afterward reare his 
Wert & DL building 
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building: as it came to pallc . * 
hereby that is moze kullie confirmed, 
which we haue alrcady laid, that no 
This P hocas one man is noted vnder the name of Anti. 
to aſpire to chriſt, but one kingdome, which exten. 
. deth it ſelfe into many ages. Fo2 the 
ter Mauritius detection hath continued openly to be ſcen 
the Emperour: Bfall men from the time of Phocas, Ent 
and then to peroꝝ of Rome, and Boniface the third, 


make his ſeate which was about the yeere of our Lowe 


moreſure, he 


610, vntill this day. Mozeouer,although 
ed 
Boniface 3 p Apoſtle meaneth hecre a ſecret wozking, 
whatſocuer pet notwithſtanding he rather vleth the 
= . Lf name — any other — 
82 vnto the miſterie of ſaluation, okt | 
cancer theApoffle-ſpeakethinhis: Epiſtle oth 
vniuerſall Bi. Romans, Chapter 16.25. Foz he doth. 
3 diligentiy note 1 1 
— cte;betweene of God, and tif 
Churches. 
ſonneofperdition. 
Thus the firſt 
deflining of Allo this wow miſterie teachcth,chati 
che Church ie na marueile ik neither our pꝛediceſſoß 
1 in 8 nod me our ſelues vnderſtood the impieti? 
- - — — it — a miſteri6 
becauſche ſecret ed is wit 
—— Ppꝛact h 


Q 0 Onelyhe which now withhold 
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of Antichriſt. 


full let, till he be taken out of the 
vay. 

Chele woꝛds are without al doubt to be 
referred vntd Antichriſt. Foꝛ the Apoſtle 
eth this foz the coſolation of the faiths 
full, that the kingdome of Antichriſt ſhal⸗ 
be tempozall, to the which God hath aps 
pointed an ende. Foz the faithtull might 
ue obiected, to what end is the Goſpel 
Neached, if Dathan now beginnech that 
tiranny which ſhall alwayes indure* 
Cherefoꝛe he exhoꝛteth them to patience: 
becauſe God wil afflict his churth but fox 
time onely,and will after that deliuer it 
eine: and on the contrary parte, the 
perpetuitic of Chꝛiſtes kingdome is to be 
eunſidered, that the faithfull may reſt vp⸗ 
onthe ſame, 
And then ſhall the wicked man be 
revealed, whom the Lorde ſhall con- 
ſume with the ſpirite of his mouth. and 


wing. A 
- Hefhewerh that the kingdome ot An 
tichriſt ſhall not be alwapes a miſterie: 
that thereby the faithful may receiue ton⸗ 
folation, Foz he ſhalbe ——_—_ 


hall aboliſhwith the brightneſſe ofhis 


The Figure 
ſhall ariſe manifeſtly he ſhalbe mightie, 


and ſhal bzing to paſſe whatſocucr he wit, Uma 


boch in the woozking of iniquitie, and alla 
oferroz. But when ſhall chat be: Euen 
then (ſaith he) when that let (wheredf 
mention is made in the ſirt verſe) ſhalbe 
taken away, Foz the ſeuenth verſe isin: 
cluded in a parentheſis. So that he doch Mite 
not appoint the tune of reuelation, when un 
Antichriſt is taken away (of which men⸗ 

tion is made in the ſeuenth verſe):but he 
hath reſpect vnto the ſirt verle : whert he 
had ſaid that there was a let which ea 
ed Antichriſt that he could not openly git 


pofleſſionof p kingdome: aftermatd he ay I 


ded chat he went about a pꝛiuie woozkeof h 
impietie And thirdly he topneth hereunto F- 
in the ſcuenth verſe,a conſolation,that ths n 


tirãny ſhal haue an end. Now againe hen he 


* herepearech, ) he which as per is het i 
ee iudlstime: ee 5 
tend at 
;LIEELY elle cc t under a 1 1 

— — ' 

The wicked man. The Steke winde e 
e oil be IE 


of Antichrilt. 


tie, — lam, which neither carethfo2 

. | ney feaverh God. As it the Apoſtle 

alſo could ſap,that lawles deceiuer, and moſt 

. _ which will not be helden 

xe liſtes ot good and gedly lawes, 

lut ruſheth, headlc gto the bzeachboth of 
hamane and diuine oꝛdinances, and boa⸗ 
ih himſelfe to be aboue al men, contem⸗ 

ul manner ok perſons, and al things, 
neſſing al mens libertie , not ſuffering 

e tu be indger of any, and requiring 

1 ocſpecially, that all men obey bis vn⸗ 
onffitutions, without any regard han 

lite oz of honeſtie & c. 

1 Y W om the Lord ſhall confiniewith © 

ite ofhis mouth. 

Now flown the ruine and diſtruc⸗ The ruinc and 

— Paul hath ſpoken in fall of Anti- 
zverſe ging befoze, of the dil: chil 

lenction of this kingdome : now he de⸗ 

ibe eb themmnner how i ſhalbe diſtroy* 

Sony Ax, it it ſhalbt bꝛought to nothing by 
merry  Notwithffanving 
| he ſpeakethofp laſt appca* 

* he ſhall come a iudge 
un hennen, in lo the wozves map ſerme 

aunpe . Bo t Paul -meatieth not | 

chunt e 
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Antichriſt ſhall not fall downe in ano 
ment as wounded with one ſtroke, bu 
after many aſſaults and battels, he ſhal u 
the laſt periſh. But he ſhal not be deſtroia 
with the hand of man, with the multitude 
of an hoaſt, with the valour and courage 
of ſouldiers, no with the thundercl 
of Canon ſhot, but with the hand e poet 
of God, Therefoze we mutt be welt au 
red that Antichriſt ſhalbe vtterly abol/ 
(hed and bzoughc to naught, when the 
laſt day ol refozmarion of all thinges ſhallY* 
come. Notwithſtãding Paul doth giue iu YY 
thus much to vnderſtãd, that Chꝛiſt w hu 
— 
befoze his ing, will bꝛiue away the 
diatneſſe in the which Antichriſt alen 
euigue ꝛeuen as the Dunne, befoze it ("WE 
niꝛth unte us voth v2tite away the dark US 
| 'ofthe night. Cherefoze this victozpe i * 
. Gods wozde ſhalbe in this world: fo: t 
ſpirite df his mouthe ſignificth no other en 
thing but his maozde : as alſo in Eu 
where it is ſaid, He ſhall ſmite the 
earth with the ſv ordof his mouth ani 
viththebreath of his lips, hall he 
che wicked : Co the i 
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of Antichriſt. 
— Chai herewith | } 
34nd it is that ſwo2de of might, 
= and ſaith that all his po⸗ 
heath hecherroraiqnevin ſerin 
eee — 


ſumeth to allude. Foz there the Pꝛophet 
todiſlrop his enimies. -F 02 the wozve of 
b.ſþall cut of the hend off this proud 
ann auchozitie is grounded vpon bi 
——— 

| to all men 
. 1 


e 
ur en is more tharpe then any cwoevged | 
1 5 ligh, Foz Antichriſt; y caule 
| es:vnder the pꝛetence and colom 
5 apo hie by t by the darke cldiides 

5 man of ſinne: 


it; bath in manners ; 4d 
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uclation and knowledge 
ok him, 
—— him to the heart, and =: 
— — the ignoꝛance of 
1 wuance him. Foz they which 
now him not, do belecue him tobe an& 
— Pꝛophet, and a God;Thereas 
which haue truely knowne him, d 
know him to be an Antichriſt, Thetfo 
= Apoſtleſaithp the Lopd wil 
tichriſt with che bzeath ol his moich Wy 
be wibreueale, confoum, 
bY 5 him by his wozde. U 
tome to paſle this day in ſom 
his Lions Ckinne, being taken ſtan Big 
him, little childzen do ſee his Ales eng 
ones NA eee be i 
2255 boliſn with the be 


x | af opti. | 
theb2zightnes of Chailt tha ch = 


—— anc rkenelle 

doth pꝛiuillt g 
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th uin rom men his light, when he hath j 
hin . wthirdhey haue abuſed the fame, But | 
of ente better co vuverſtany chEApwe 1 
vw e. che bm apud et g 
* e t he vothalluns ö 


x of <he. }Pzopher: Daniel Dan. 1. 
welt, Jbeüigteht was fad, 7. 
Then behcld v | 
n Len ine ede. 
oed and giuon tu the burn 
aud cher eta t aul laich here; 1 
eſbaitabatifliveirh'chebrigheo ö 
nk amming iz the Lon ſaith l 
t. 24.27 
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meane time, it is certain An 
YES "apa when Antichriſt is ker 
nealed, a great number of men ſhall ly Ann 
fake him, as we (ce it is come to paſle | 
this age. Foz althoughhe, 29 War 
on the fozce of war, doch ſpoile & opp;elliliue ; 
"| theſaintsofthe moſthigh , pet the m 
bers uf Chzift vo withſtand him, and 
ſtrike him with the ſwo2de of Gods we 
ofhis viſoz, accuſe his m— 
— — 
men he is 
- tie defacen. But though IT 
blen ſtill, ve - 
X be vtterly aboliſhed DIL L | 
whomalone this victozic is reſerved,” 
the; meane time cuery one of vs: 
watch vigilaytly,that he hurce none u 
as-afozetime he hath bone: fog cherdinip 1 
the wozde of Godhath detected him! tut 
vs, that we might ſhunne and | 


I un 


the woorking of Sathan, with all] 
— and lying woonden a 


* ofAntichriſt, 
Antichriſt * and now returning to him | j 
nfs he voth deſcribe moze at 1 
power and woozkes. And he k | 
htheſentence going afoze, with þ ' 


mmen ofthe contraries, Foz ſeeing 
ae Antichriſt voth not ſtand without 
ſubtill deceits of Sathan, ſo ſoone as 
iſt voth ſhine, he mult necdes vaniſh a- 
* becauſe he raigneth 
only, the day ariling,his kings 
ts extinguiſhed. Therefoze the Apo⸗ 
tracheth that it ſhalbe a moſt eaſie 
Chyilt to diltroy the kingdome | 
ot Antichriſt, which is vp⸗ 7 
e norer hin then withthe * 


He was a mur- 
i wirnelth * cherer 


Ihe Figure | 
Iohn. 8. 44- ;therer from the beginning and aboad 


not in the trueth, becauſe there is no 
truth in him. When he ſpeaketh of a lie 
he ſpeaketh of his one, becauſe he is 

a lyar, and the ſather of the ſame thing. 
And Paul in this pꝛeſent place, etpoun⸗ 
ding by repititionthe wozking of Sathi, 
reckoneth vp, power and ſignes, that is to 
ſay, monſtrous lyes, and the deceiueabi 
neſle of vnrighteouſveſſe.And in very dee 
that this kingdome might be quite cow 
trarie to the kingdome of Chift, it was 
neceſſarie that it ſhould conſiſt partly in 
falſe doctrine and in erroꝛs, and partly in 
falſe and fayned miracles, Foz the king: 
dome of Chziſt doth Rand vpon the vor 
trineoftruth, and on the power ofthe ipi-Y | 
rite. Therefoze Sathan to oppoſe him; 
ſelfe in the perſon of his vicar again 
hz iſt, hath put on the name and viſo2 oF 
Chailt 2 and yet notwithſtanding withall 
be: hath, choſen ſuch weapons as wherr 
with he may directly oppugne Chill 
CThailt/with the doctrine of his Golpelh ' 
dach illuminate our mindes vnto euer 
Ginglife : Antichriſt being taught un 
inſeructed by Hathan,with wicked r fall} 


doctrußg 


| ofAntichriſt. 

zottrine dꝛaweth the wicked to deſtructi⸗ 

FT ayChziſt ſhewed foozth the power of his 
ſpirite;confirming the Goſpell with mt- 
ratles to ſaue mens ſoules : the aduerſa⸗ 
ie, bythe efficacie of Sathan, doch with 
am vs from the holy ghoſt, and with his 
athi, W faiſchoodes and ſleightes, confirmeth mts 
-erable meninerro2, As touching ſignes 


able. Mahomet, was woont to ſap, that 

became not in the power of ſignes, but in 
martial foꝛce, whereby he mani ſtly con- 

leſſen, that foz the ſetting vp of his new 
lun he did nothing elſe, but play the wic⸗ 
iF\ ked murthercr. The wicked lying man 
ad tpꝛannicall deceiuer ſawe that the 
Golpell of Chꝛiſt had pꝛoper teſtimo⸗ 
| of diuine power by miraculous 
int] determined to bing all thinges to paſle, 
ö by truͤell violence In the papacie 


02.00 

all, great boaſt hath beene made of miracle 
ere the which manifeſtly appearing to bee 
il contrary to the woꝛde, and doctrine ofthe 


l the ſhoppe of Sathan. The 


AEST 30637 13: 
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rind n 
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miracles but 


Mahomet 
came not with 


wich force. 


Exod.: 5 


whereof e haue in Pharaos 


The Figure 


are lylngly and falſely fayned, of craftie 
men ta deceiue the ſimple ( with the which 
p papacie doth woonderfully abound): but 
alſo he placeth the lic c falſehood herein, 
that Sathan doth abuſe thoſe miracles, 
which otherwiſe are the very wozkcs of 
God, and d2awcrh them to a contrarie 
ende, to obſcure the glozie of God. Not⸗ 


withſtanding there is no doubt but that. 


he doth deceiue by illuſions : example 
Bagictans, 
Therkoze, there are two ſoꝛts of ſignes: 
true, and falle. Thal are true ſignes, 


kant aſie. Such are all the ſignes of the 


Wiapbets ; of the Apaſtles, of Boſes and 


ofChaiſt: They are falſe ſignes,which by 
the ſufferance of Gov; are done either by 
Sathan himſelfe, oz by his miniſters, to 
the derogation of the truth, and cunſtrma⸗ 
tion of that which is falſe. Of theſe falle 
ſignes there are diners kindes. Dome 
there are which beguile men vnder a falſe 
fdunez aud there are ſome, which trucly 
appeenL as they are in deevie; but to this 
ende td ſeduct men from truth cu falſe* 
bann. Concerningtheſe ſignes reave the 


24.G 
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of Antichriſt. | 
24.of Pathewe, Uerely the eſfimation Nat. i 
K poyilhe religion increaced by nothing tl 

mote, then by the often vle of miracles, 
vy miracles Tranſubſtantiation pzayer 


n, 
; n laintes, and woozſhipping of images 
of YI got credit with the wozlve.F 02 no man is 
ic ale to rehearſe the woonderfull fleightes 
t ine, with the which Dathan 
it. If hath beguiled the whole wozlde: in ſome 
lc ſhipped y bzeadof 
;. the bzeap left his 
$4 
, | that. a pece of 

 & is-moze monſtrous, 


yea it many of them often 
Df thele thinges it was not 
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ay © 


F ihe Figure | 
ſelle, ann appointed to be wooꝛchiped. F 


10 And in all deceiueablenes of vn. 
a teouſneſſe among them that pe. 

e; becauſe they receiued not the W 
— of: the truth, that they might be 
ſaued. 

In theſewozes Paul dothmoze plains 
>. lperpoundhimſelfe concerning the cauſes 
of lying wonders. : howbeit this may, 
be referred: to the comming of Anti- 
chriſt ; As it he ſhould ſay, Antichriſt 
ſhalcomen al deceitfulneſſe of vnrighte⸗ 
ouſneſſe. That is to ſay , when he com- 
meth,he ſhall bzing with him all manner 
of iniquities,by which he ſhall ſeduce men 
2 thau which is true. honeſt, and iuſt, 
e them in hipocrilic and er⸗ 


. 


03 bche name of eouction which '" 


Fo 
Oreke 1 


A A 


| 


hen we do beleene and obey thoſe, which 
doturnevs away from the faith inChziſk, 
pe- and from true repentance toward God, 
he -being perſwaded that they teach vs thoſe 
be i thinges which are true and right. Theres 
# foze we ſay, that by the wozking of Anti- 
in: chriſt, common iuſtice, all honeſtie, and 
es IF fincere trueth ſhalbe remoued from their 
ay, WF. place, and in ſteede thereof, vnrighteoul⸗ 
nelle, hypocriſie, impudencie, luſt, and 
iſt - moſtvaineperſwaſion, ſubſtituted. The 
which thinges, who leeth not that they 
n- F haue poſſeſſed all ſoztes and conditi⸗ 
ons of men at this day, but ſuch as wil ſec 


fr 
hing: 
's 


in. In them that periſh De doth 
mitte the power of Sathan, leſt ſome 
| Hould chinke; that be could hurte Gods 


; doth appearc that Antichriſt doch not 
. » Neuaile ſofarre as he doth, but by Gods 
fufferance. Reither were all ſeduced 
dy Antichriſt: nap rather many good 
= Chiiſtians, in the very kingddme of 
darknes and blindnes, and 1 


— — 


tlect: euen as our ſauiour Chailt alſo er⸗ Mat. 24. ver. 
empteth them from this peril. Aherby it 24. 


of Antichriſt. | Wl. © 


; 
J 


phn,10. 


godly muſt needes haue beene diſcouraged 


Ihe Figure 
were by the grace and goodneſſe of God 
ſaued, as Iohn Hus, Hierome of Prage, 
and many others, as ſhall appeare to them 
which reade eccleſiaſticall Hiſtoꝛies. The 
which is therefoze to be noted, leaſt any 
man ſhould thinke that there ceaſed to be 
a Church vnder the kingdome of Anti- 
chriſt ; but we mult beleeue that alwayes 
from the beginning of the wozld , God 
hath had his Church, one while greater, 
c another while leſſe. This therfoze was 
a neteſſarie conſolation. Foꝛ other wile the 


thꝛough feare,if they ſhould ſee no way fo 
them to goe, but into a gaping and deuou⸗ 
ing gulphe. Therfoze Paul, as he would 
vs to be careful, to looke vnto our 
ſelues, leſt by too much ſecuritie we come 


vnto diſtruction: ſo he commaundeth vs 
do hope wel, becauſe the power ol Sathan 


is reſtrayned and bꝛidelen, that he cannot 
bꝛing to tuine other then repꝛobates. Foꝛ 
thoſe cannot be ſeduced whom Chyiff 
hath in his hand, becauſe he is a faithfull 


aͤnd mightie pꝛeſeruer of them, 


Becauſe they receiued not the loue 
of the truth. 
bt. Lat 


of Antichriſt. 


Leaſt che repꝛobate might complaine, 
that they periſh giltleſſe, and that they are 
appointed to diſtruction rather thꝛough 
truelty in God, then fo2 their own offence: 
Paul ſheweth foꝛ what iuſt cauſes ſo ſes 
nere vengeance of God ſhall come vpon 
them, namely, becauſe they haue not im⸗ 
bzaced the truth offered to them, with ſuch 
affection as became them:but haue rather 


FF willingly reiected their ſaluation. Theres 


foze their obſtinate rebellion againſt 
. Chziſtveſerneth, that they which haue not 
reteiuen Chꝛiſt, deſiring through his 
great loue to ſaue all men, and foz his 
truethes ſake reuealing thoſe thinges 
which pert aine to ſaluation, that they 
might be ſaued: nom by the permiſſion of 
God, falſehood may pꝛeuaile with them 
in ſteede af truech, tyꝛanny foꝛ charitie, a 
deſtroyer fo a Saniour , and that now 
they map belceue the lies of wicked men, 
which refuſed tobeleeue the ſonne of God 
meaching the trueth- And hereby that 
appeare, that it was expedient 
— tobe pꝛeached to the wozld,: 
befoze God gaue ſo great ſcope and * 


J 


The Figure 


ty vnto Sathan t becauſe God would ne⸗ 
uer haue ſuffcred ſo koule a pꝛophanation 
of his temple, if he had not beene pꝛouo⸗ 

ked thereunto with the ertteeme vnthank⸗ 
fulneſſe ot men. To be bꝛeefe, Paul teſti⸗ 
fieththat Antichriſt ſhalbe a minifter of 
Gods iuſt vengeance againſt thoſe, which 


being called to ſaluation, haue reiet ted the 
Golpell, and haue rather giuen ouer their 


mindes to impietie and erroꝛss . Mhere⸗ 
fore the papiſtes haue nom no colour to 
make this objection; that is betame not 
the clemencie of Chꝛilt thus to cat off his 
Church. Foꝛ although Antichriſtraigney 
Icke a tirant, pet none periſhed but they 
which were woꝛthy and which willingly 


when as the voice of Chiſt vid ſound eue⸗ 
ry where che eares of men wert deafe and 
wilifullp ſtopt ag ainſt the lame: And al- 
nh the pꝛokeſſion ol Chꝛiſtianiſme 
was very common, very ſem notwithſtan⸗ 
ding did truely and with their whole heart 
ius chemſelues vnto Chꝛill. Cherefoꝛe jt 
is no marueile, if vpon ſuch wicked con- 
os te enſuen vengeance. accoꝛ· 
. 00% 1 0170 Des l 


The 


„ ©  S-S > & © 


ſoughotheir owne death. And in very deed," 


r r e e © em @- 


of Antichriſt, 


Che loue of the trueth is the loite, ſtudy, 
np eatneſt deſire ofthe trueth, eſpecially 
that voctrine; which is deliuered in the 
tonterning our eternall ſaluation 
though Chulte. This trueth the Papiſts 
doe impugne wich noleſfe crueltie, then 
they haue alwayes done the p2ofeſſours 


tereof, 

At And therefore God-ſhall ſende 
them ſtrong deluſion, un tthiey ſhould 
— 

The fi proterveth with 
the puniſhment dk incredulitte and im⸗ 


u. which two vires it com- 
th to palle thut lome doe ſpeake againſt 
urethra. Gro 

7 men errozs, 
— —— haGhvtinr 
a luch wile, that without 'all 
ny into beth; Fo2 


yilluminatevs with 
Eee His pore pay effec- 
prong bor — — 


Maree that it m 
, th dy pierre & bel 


H 


[| 
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"The Figure 
that with cloſed eyes and dulled minds as 
men voyde of ſence & aſtoniſhed, they may 
pecldethem ſelues to Sathan and to his 
miniſters, tu be deceiued. And being ſedu⸗ 
ted, they are moſt perilouſly beguiled: bes 
cauſe when they doe beleeue that they are 
in the way of righteouſneſle,of trueth, and 
of ſaluation, they doe walke in the waye of 
iniquity, ol lies, and ofcuerlaſting deſtruc- 
tion. And in very dced we haue a manifeſt” 
ſpectacle of this thing in the papacie. It 
2 told what a woonderfullhcape 
8 axe therin, what groſſe and ſham: 
ity of {| , and what 
voting diluſtons and dꝛeames, farre from 
common ſence, All on which haue but a 
res, cans 
— 


— 
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1 


wich blindneſle;; { them 
wergintoſenceleſle hlockes* F 02 de⸗ 
2 8 are effectuall in them. 
becauſe the Dinell wozketh together in 


thLbliningshe minus of isl 


1 


of Antichriſt. 


ſhine vnto them. Therefoze we muſt ob⸗ 
ſerueandnote in this place that impietie, 
hes, erroꝛs, ſectes, and hereſies, with ſuch 
like, are puniſhments of the contempt 
of Gods wozde, Foz God is not wont to 
lter the contempt of his woꝛde to eſcape 
| npuniſhed 2 but doth moſt grieuouſly 
kant vengeance on the ſame : that men 
may knowe that there is no dallying with 
od. Oo our aunceſtozs were punithed 
| with deceiueable wayes in the myſt of 
darkeneſſe, fo; the contempt ofthe wozd, 
becauſe they beleeued lyes . Now we 
May eaſtly gather by examples already 
paſt, what is to be feared will befall vs 
bnthankfull men at this day, foꝛ the con? 
tempt ofthe Goſpell of Chꝛiſt. 
12 That all they might be iudged 
Which beleeue not the truth, but haue 
ipproued vnrighteouſneſſe. 
That is to ſap, that they might ſuffer 
the puniſhment due fo2 their impietie, and 
periſh by the iuſt iudgment of Gov. So 
that there is no cauſe why they that pe- 
tilþe-hotild any manner of war lape che 


D blame 


wes 


| that the light ofthe gloꝛy of the Goſpell 
which is the image of God, might not 2.Cor.4, 


The Figure 


blame vpon God: becauſe they haue gots 
ten that which they ſought foz, Foz we 
mult remember what Moſes wiiteth, 
that our heartes are tried and pꝛoued, 
when falſe doctrines are publiſhed by de: 
ceiuers: becauſe they doe not pꝛeuaile 
with any but with thoſe which doe not 
loue God w their whole heart. Therfoꝛe 
they which lone vnrighteouſncs ſhal reape 
the fruite thereof, So Chziſt ſaid vnto 
Tohn. 5. 40. the Jewes: But ye wil not come to me 
that ye might haue life. Ireceiue not 

prayſe of men. But Iknowe you, that 

ye haue not the loue of God in you. 

I am come in my fathers name, and ye 

receiue me not: If another ſhall come 
in his owne name, him will ye receiue. 
Ahen the Apoſtle ſaith here, That al, 

be giueth vs to vnderſtand that the con⸗ 
tempt of God is not excuſed , by their 


obey the Goſpell. Foz God is a iudge of 
the whole wozld, who will as ſoone take ' 
vengeance vpon a hundzed thouſand, as 
bpon oneman. | | 

But haue approued vnrighteouſ- 


neſſe. He expoundech by an Ancirhe/s of 
diese i: compe 


great rout and multitude,which refule tx 


of Antichriſt. 
e compariſon, what it is, nor tu beleene the 
=> truth. And the Greeke participle 40 Je- 
rurrig, lignificth a willing pꝛomptneſſe 


bnto euill: and theretoꝛe it is tranſlated 
aile offome; But had pleaſure in vnrighte- 
nas duſnes. Pereby all excuſe is taken krom 
one the vnchankeful,ſceing they take ſo great 
pe pleaſure in vnrighteoulneſſe, that they 
10 peter the ſame, befoze the rightcouſneſl 
ne” -of God. Now, if we doe compare with 


- theſe wooꝛdes, thoſe things, which ſedu⸗ 
ters, and the ſeduced Papiſtcs, doe ac- 
count to be their great pzayſe, we ſhall 
kalily ſee, what is p chiefe reward, which 
is due to them, namely, moſt fearefull 
math, and double condemnation. Foz 
they will not beleeue the truth, but doe 94s 
light in varightcouſneſlc,and in impietie, 
being ſeduſed by the pꝛince of dark cs, 
imd by Sathan the father of lyes. CH 
far concerning the crueltie and in ai ie 


f |, efAncichriſts concerning al tho'e cuts 
Wich be dathbzought into the Church 
” || by wickew doctrines,and by the appꝛelli⸗ 


on of theGolpell of Chaift, 


; 13 But we onght alwayes to gius 
} | thankestoGodfor you, brethren, be- 
Hf ' oe Hz joued 


The Figure 
joued of chè Lotde; becadſe that God 
hath froni xh beginning choſen you 
to ſaluation through ſanctification of 
the ſpirit, and the faith of trut . 

The Apoſtle hauing befoze declared 
certaine hozrible thinges, which might 
terrefie and trouble the hearers minde, 
doth now comfozt the heartes ol the faith⸗ 
full, and doth moꝛe plainely ſegregate, x 
diſſeuer the Theſſalonians fro the tepꝛo- 
bate, leaſt their faith might wauer with 
the feare of the defectiõ to tome. Howbe⸗ 

tit his intention was to pꝛouide not one⸗ 
ly fo them: but alſo fox poſferities to , 
come: neither doth he only tonſtrme them 
that they might not be carried inta the 
ſame ruine with p wozldtbut alſo by this 
compariſon, he doth them 
grass af God tomart 


be rerried headlong together, as it were 
Tuch a violent empelt, they by the hand 
Gap liued tu a quiet and fixme ſtate of 
be. Thus it is conuenient to behold the 
tudgments of God in the repzobate, that W- 
they map be as it were lockting glaſles 
vVuto vs, to conſiver his mercietdwaryvs | ” 


of Antichriſt, 


Forwemlt make this acesumpt that if 
 wanvesb-49; palle anely dw the ſingular 
grace andefauour of God, that we in like 
mannes de OF Periihe miſerably with 


D 

t- 1 het Lorde, He 

A that they may the better 

2 they are fog no other: caule | 
tere an vniaerſall diſtruction 

— der but becauſe God hath tree- 


eben Ok this fauour and grace | 
I 25 xemembzed the Jewes, | 
hath not therefore ſo Heut 7 2 | 
7558 | 
þ 


als e tedyou, beeauſe you were 
F Wremigkhrie or mo in number than 
| So „he: loved your fa- 


mention 
. 


onght by aud by to , 

Jaying or the Apoſtle, 4 

Not that w Joged him: fire Ano the Tohn. 4. 10. I | 

£ 40 ande ſure mm of 140 
19 Got toward. vs, v the — ol 
N and res vo 
Eli: Foz 4 
2 
that we are receiued into the 


s ECD adoption UE n 
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The figure. | 
fo are reckoned in the number of Govg 
ſonnes, ifſo be we receine the doctrine of 
the Golpell thꝛough faith, and doe com: 
— 5 the — moſt 
mer od. Foꝛ the Loꝛd loucth thoſe 
. that teare him and — their truſt 
John. z. 16. in his mercie. Moꝛeouer God ſo loued the 
9 woꝛlde that he gaue his onely begotten 
1 ſonne,that they that beleue in him ſhould 
Pac. 16. not periſh but haue euerlaſting like. This 
therefo2e is that grace of God. which mas 
keth vs accepted -thzough' the belouen, 
3 that is, thzongh Chzilt, Mo therefoze 
7 be vnto thoſe wicked teachers, which wil 
haue vs to'voitbte of the Grare ol God, 
and whether we are loued of God, when 
as Gov world haue vs, moze fure of nos 
thing; then that beleruing the Golpell, 
me aſſure our ſelues to be in his fauout, 
| and to be belouer of Chyilt; ' 
' Becauſe chat God: hathirom the be 
ginningchaſca you. ti 
- The Apodele oem ca, why 
all men ſhal dot be ouerwhelmer in 
and the ſelle kame veſtruction: — 
becauſe Sathan can ne nothing againſt 
thole to hinder their lalua tion, although 
N any earth be confounve ogy 


chere h 


Pl. 


of Antichriſt. 


ther, Foz this ſaying of Chꝛiſt ſhall abs 
waycs abide moſt firme. My ſheepe hear 


my voice and I knowe them, and they 
follow me: and Igiue vnto them eter- 


nall life, neither ſhall they periſh for e- 
ner, and no man ſhall take them oui * 
my hande. There is no doubt, but tha. 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of Gods eternall e⸗ 


* Ectio: Foꝛ hemeaneth p there is no feare 
the altering of their ſaluation, which is 
düded vpon gods eternal election, thogh 
n a troubleſome alteration of 


F thinges, As ik he Gould ſay, let this be a 


hozro2 and feare to others, tu thoſe(FJ ſap) 


ich periſh, e in whom the Diuels can 


nuch pꝛeuaile:but as fo2 you, ye are with: 


du peril, as the beloued ol God, # ſuch as 


de elected frõ the beginning. Therefoze 


hat gatboyle trouble ſoeuer Sathan 
wobꝛketh in the woꝛlde, yet pour ſaluati- 
vn was Taiv vp in Cafety fo2 you, befoze 
the woꝛld was made. Foz election ſignifts 
eth a purpoſe of chewing mercie, and of 
' faving thoſe, whom God hath o2dayned 


by that purpoſe; to obtayne 'eternall life 
boy vinherttane, But becauſe it is not 


dur pat od enter into the ſecret counſel 
| of God, there to ſeeke the certaintie of 


94 * 


lohn 10.27. 


} 
; 
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les. 2. 


The Figure 


dur laluation, he deliuereth vnto vs cer⸗ 


taine ſignes and tokens of election, which 
ought lufficiently to aſſure vs thereof, 
Through ſanctification of the ſpirit, 
That is to ſay by the holy Gholk, which 
doth purifie our hearts, and giue vnto vs 
atrue faith, Therefoze to know whether 
God hath elected vs 02 no, we muſt not 
ſeeke what God hath done befoze the cre- 
ation of p woꝛlde: but we ſhal finde in our 
ſelites alawfull triall, namely if he hath 
lanctified vs with his ſpirit,+ eſtabliſhed 
vs in the faichofhis Goſpell. Foz it is v 
office ot the holy Gholt, to illuminate our 
darkened heartes, which are naturally 
blinde, to teach the ignozant, to comkoꝛt 
the afflicted, to bꝛinge thoſe that goe a⸗ 
fray into the right way, and ſo to ſancti⸗ 
tie them, that their woꝛkes may be accep⸗ 
table to the omnipotent Gon. The Apo⸗ 
ſtle calleth that the Faith of truth, by 


which the elect doe beleeue the Goſpell of 


Chꝛiſt. Fox this is contraryto that falle 
perl waſion, concerning the which James 
pꝛondunceth, laying: Faith without 
wor kes is dead And the faith which, we 
beare to the Golpell, is an aſſured telti« 
8 IX It mon 


map aſſure our ſelues to be electeg ot 


of Antichtiſt. J 
mony of our adoption: and the ſpirit doth ' 
giue that adoption: and they which are 

ldby the ſpirit of God, are the ſonnes of Rom. 8. 14. 

God. And he which poſſeſſeth Chztſt by Ioha.3.36. 

faith, hath euerlaſting life, All which 

thinges are diligently to be noten, icaſt 

ne pꝛetermitting the reuelation of Gods 

will, whereupon he commaundeth vs to 

reſt, we going about to dzawe the ſame 

from his ſecrete counſell, in the which he 

woulde not haue vs inquiftitiue , ſhould 

Ning our ſelues into a confuled laberiuth 7 
ROW, Therefoze we muſt holde our - . 
lelues: contenced , with the faithiofithe 

Land with the grace of the ſpixit, 1 
which-we are regenerated, that we ? {9 


God, and that we ſhall haue the ſalugtion 
of etergall life, it we doe truly ſhelreue in 
Chiit, che ſonne of God. And hereby 1 
their wickednes.is coufuced; whichmaks bl 
Gady' electiop aclogke,of all filchpuells, 44 
6 etenſe bear 10 
regeneration, tha cannoc 1 Pei 1 
—_ And Paulhimlelfeiu an a⸗ 4 x 
ce teſtiſieth, doch e it 


ects befozeche foundation e 


j 
4 
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was Taped, that we might be blamelelle 
— in the ſight ol God, in loue. | | 
14 Whereunto he called you by our 
Gf ll, to obtaine the glorie of our 
Lor e leſus Chriſt, 
The pꝛeaching ol the Golpell pertays 
nechto z v confirmatio ot election. F oꝛ this 
is the meane by which we come veto ſal⸗ 
nation, wheretintd God hath cholen vs, 
God cherekoꝛe hath called vs vnro a true 
faith, not by the tighteouſnes of the law, 
but by the Golpell: euen as Paul teffifi 
ech in an other place, He hath ſaued and 
called inter? oe holy callir g, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according | 
to his one purpoſe and grace, which JF - 
vas giuen to vs through Chriſt Icſus, | 
beforethe world was, but is now made 
Manifelt by the appearing of our ſaui- 
our Ieſus Chriſt who hath aboliſhed 
death,and hath brought life and im. 
33 light, Grrough 05 
And therefoze, by the Go | 
berauſe no man can beleene in Chꝛiſt, but 
by the publitation therof, who being now 
_ lozifiedraigneth at p right hand of God 
Ae licher in heauen, Foz faith commmeth 


| — by they know that boch 


Jakvep of Genz eucriasa fired and fitme 


of i@und I will gindrhcethe heathen 
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an and hearing bythe wojweok f 


en Goſpell. He calleth it his 
H, hot that it ſpꝛang from him, but 
hecanſe the p2eaching thereof was come 
titted to him. As if he ſhould ſay: By the 
Golpell which we haue pꝛeached, which 


us committed to vs to pꝛeach. And here 
de to be noted certaine degrees of our 
ſaluation, Foz we are from the beginning 


thoſen to — = then —— 
made partakers tation th} 
anictification of the ſpirite , th zough g 


— ol tho truth, and through the 
Lo obtaine the glorieof our Lorde |. 
nofinall conſolation 


they and their ſaluation are ſv-in the i 


is in the power ofſome Lov. 
Tochis'onve pertains theſe plates, Aſxe pfal. 2. it 
1 


— 5 inheritance and = vtter 


zune, Che pe Ae a 0 5þ . 
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Church to himſelfe by his blopd. Fox 


God hath called vs, that we mighthex h 


gloztous; and peculiar people, of Jeſus 
Chaiſt,a holy uation;innocent,# mynacy- 
late, which might honoz and wozthipge 
God, and that Godhimſelfe might dweſl 
in the heartes al thoſe that wozſhip him, 


The-which,ought to allure vs to-holineſſe 


of life. Foꝛ God hath not called vs to luſt 
r but vuto holineſſe am 
ncerit ie, — might. be; * hoy 
temple. a 
35. ' Therefpre! brethren Rand 60. 
and keepe the | ns, hich de 
haue beene taught t, either by vord, or 
eur Epiſtlgaolg 24 2 iνẽ˖j̃qj of 
This is the concluſion it: #ho which 
Shy: —＋ reg gixech peuſeueran both 
of: faith, and allaof manners: ae 
Þo)kes; - 1 I! ant! 170 aus dun 
1: And-cherefore-he- byingeth in thus g 
hoztation very aptiy vpon the me milie, 
cr hecauſequr conflancie,anpgower ner 
eng doth leane; vpon the truſt un 
| Fonfidence of, Gods grage , : For un 
God doth call us to ſaluatian, bn rc erb 
nen it were his hand vuco 1 1 
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$1 #voth offer vs to inioy and poſteſſe 
gelte by the docttine'ofthe Goſpell, 
Meute holy Ghoſt is giuen vnto vs as 
e and pledge ok eternall life, als 
though heauen ſhould fall, we ought not 
alte e, 02 be diſcouraged, Fo2 he coms 
mer th: the Theſſalonians to ſtand 
Jau nut onely when others doe and: but 
a when they ſaw almaſt all men to fall 
Wayfrom the faith, and all thinges to be 
Ax of-confuſion, to abive neuertheleſſe 
then in: their tate. And in very deede the 
calling wherewith God doth call vs, 
nage ſo to arme and confirme vs againſt 
il offences, that the vniutrſall rume of 
theozld, ſhould not ſhake our firmenes, 
a we muſt ſtand like ſoulviers which 
ae placed in their aray, to fight againſt 
qe enimies of Chꝛiſtianiſme. Foz con- 
kancie, and the power of perſeuering is 
aeceſſary fo2 vs, without the which it ſhal 
"| Notice nothing, that we haue once begun 
bell in the exerciſes of Godlineſſe. 
And kepe the inſtructions whictrye 
— prrts A 559 ler 
There are ſonie which reſtrayne t 
wv1ves vnto the vwinances ofcimlks- 
7. 


To 


A 


ucrment, 


TheFigure 


' ment,amille +fo2 he ſheweth the man r 
of ſtanding faſt. But it is a matt er of ' 
greater impoꝛtance, then externall viſcis 
pline. Paul therefoze calleth all Hoſe 
thinges inſtructions, which by his teas 
ching the Theſlalonians had leat ned, 
that is toſay,the doctrine ofthe Golpell, 
concerning true repentance towardes 
God, and concerning true faith in the Y'* 
-., Lowe Jeſus, Foz it was not lawfull fo; 
the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chziſt to teach any 
other thing, And the wzitings of Paul 
— doſufficientlyſhew what matter he vide Y® 
pecially teach and hom he is to be imita · Y® 
ted ot al yGovly teachers ot the Church, 
Fo he followed that ozver of teaching 
which Chꝛiſt delivered vnto him, being 
neither inferioz,noz contrary to any other 
Apoſtle in doctrine. The Papiſtes doe as 
bule this place foz the defence ofmens 
traditions, And they frame their reaſon F#® 
thus: ik it was lawfull foz Paul to conv U& 
maund traditions, itis alſo lawfull foz0 FE 
x ther teachers to doe it likewiſe : and ift 
were a Godly thing to obſerue them then 
. — theſe be no leſle obſerued, 


But admitce that of | 
* hat Paul ſpake 2 
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cepts which appertained tothe erternall 
gonermnent of the Church, pet we ſap 
that they were not made, o2 o2dayned by 
him, but commaunded of the Lozd, Fo2 
wanother place he teſfifieth that it is not 
his purpole to inſuare che conſciences of © 
nen: euen as it was not lawfull fo him, 
z fo2 any of the Apoſtles to doe it: So 
ewe doe acknowledge that we ought 
| receiue the Apoſtolicall traditions, 
as well as the wzitten Epiſtles:but 
pet we doe not acknowledge that all they 
ae Apoſtolicall traditions, which thole 
Jun chzuſt vnto vs vnder the title of As 
all, Therefoze they ſhew them⸗ 
s very vndilcrete, in going about to 

defend the filthy heape of their ſuperſtiti⸗ 
Ius, vnder this title, as it they were the 
of Paul. But the traditions of 
are not contrary to his wꝛitten E⸗ 
1 pet on are 
rp vnto the wꝛitinges of the Apo⸗ 
| 8 . But we will leaue thoſe trifling 

pes, ſeeing we haue the ſincere meaning 
aul. And it may be iudged partly by 
ty Epiſtle, what manner oftraditions 


debe, which he commendeth, Fong 
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» 


BE 
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ſaith. Either by word; That is, my ler. 
mons,m y p2eaching,o2 pzelent inſtructi⸗ 
on, Either by Epiſtle. That doth that 
contayne but pure doctrine, which doth 
vtterly onerthzow all Poperp, and all os 
ther fapned thinges, which are contrary 
to the ſimplicitie of the Goſpell. 

16 Now the {ame leſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and our God, euen the father 
which hath loued vs, and hath giuen 
vs euerlaſting conſolation, and good 
hopethrough grace. 


o 


| 
The Apoſtle hauing erhozted the Thel. | 
ſalonians, doth now, accozding to his f 
manner bleſle them, and p2ay ko; them: I , 
thereby to make them mote firme and h 
ſtrong. Teaching thereby that all Chyi- 
Tian vercues, and perſeuerance therein, 1 
are giuen vnto vs of God: and that there 
koꝛe we haue nerd vaily to pꝛay vnto God hy 
fo? the ſame gifts, Therekoꝛze by this 1 
lo 
th 
. 
m. 


pꝛaper he doth pꝛeuent the Theſſalonians I 
of a doubt, that they might not be careful 
where to get ſtrength conſtanly to abide 
knlincere doctrine, Neither is it negl⸗ 
gently tobe pꝛetermitted, that Paul tt, 
bifierh that dur Lozde Jeſus Thilo 
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the giuer of thoſe gifts with Gan our 
lather. Foz thereby he giueth vs tovuder- 
fand that he is Gon, and that he doth 
hing tu paſſe with God the father that 
due do pꝛolite, and perſeuere in euery good 
woꝛke. And he doth withall admoniſh vs 
that we cannot otherwiſe obtaine any 
our! Hing from God then by ſer king the ſame 
in Chꝛiſt htmſelfe, Alla foꝛ ſo much as he 

h that God would giue vnto them 
* thinges which he had commaunden, 
he thereby ſhewet h. how little exhoꝛtati⸗ 

dns doc pꝛeuailc, except God doe inwards 
moue mens hearts. Aercly mens eares 
'& houly heare onely a vaine ſound, it ſo be 
' I the holy Ghoſt ould not make the doc- 
trine effectuall. [ues 
„Aud our God the father wich hath 

loved „, 

Euen when we were enimics how 


ins de reconciled chzough Jeſus Cheifthis 
ul Lune. This che Apottle avdech to make 
the Theffalonians the mote aſſuren, that 
men, 
be prapedfes. 
en vs cucrlaſtingedss 
A folati- 


nuch moꝛe ſhall he lone vs, now that e Rom.5. 10. 


Cor. 4.7. 


ſolation. 


pell in this verſe: namely, that God hath 


The Figure 


Thisetetnall conſolation, which he 

wil haue alway to remaine in his church. 
is the doctrine ot the Goſpell, & the pꝛea⸗ 
ching of remiſlid of ſinne thꝛough Chzift, 
And good hope. 
Che name of euerlaſting conſolation, and 
of good hope, tendeth to this end, that the 
faithfull may aſſuredly looke foz an cuers 
laffing continuance ofgifts, Oe addeth, 
Through grace, to erclude mans 
merits,fo2 the gittes ofthe holy Ghoſt are 
giuen vnto vs, thꝛough the free grace of 
God only, ot the which we ſpeake the 
moze often, thatno manmight pzoudly 
boaſt him ſelfe of the merits ot his righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe. For what haſt thou, ſaith I | 
Paul, which thou haſt not receiued? | 
Mozeouer p Apoſtle hath very artificially Þ | 
'comp2ehended the whole ſine of the Gol 


bu — 
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louedmankinde, and hath giuen euerla⸗ 
ing conſolation vnto him, Jeſus Chill 
who is our hope: and phe hath giuen it 
bim though his grace, and not foz dur 
merit, that we might liue fo2 euer. Bu 
what is p Apoſtles petition:it falloweth. 

2 \ 17 Com- 
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17. Comfort your heartes, and ſta. 
bliſhe you in L cucry worde, and good 


worke. 


that God: ſo gentle and louing a father, 


ling blocks and offences, by which they 
might be bꝛought into doubt and diſ⸗ 
paire; Fo2 it belongetihj vnto him to com⸗ 
fozte and ſtrengthen the heartes of his: 
faithfull- ſeruantes, that they might not 
lunt thꝛough carefulneſſe oz diſtruſt. 
And ſtabliſh you in euery worde. 
Then he pꝛayeth that God would ton⸗ 
firme them in holſome dactrine. Fo2 this 
s the woꝛde whereof he ſpeaketh. and not 
of any connnon woꝛde z that it may agree. 
wich that which went befoze. 1300 
And good worke. This partey- 
neth tothe whole courſe of a good and hos 
ly life, whereinthe-faichfull pught-toper? 
ſcuere. TUherefo2e all the dutics of a 


—— man, are compꝛehended in theſe 


vg partes, namely, that they doe 
je as well! in holeſome doctrine, as in 


0 good manners of life. The which they 
1] 2 cannot 


De 3 fo) the . | 


would ſuſtaine and comtoꝛt their heartes 
with his conſolation; againſt all ſtum⸗ 


The Figure 


cannot perfoꝛme without the grace any 
helpe ol our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Who 
Tohn. 1 5.5. laith: Without me ye can doe nothing. 
That is to lay, without my power and 
ſtrength wozking in you, And in another 
oh ace it is ſaid, that we are framed by Je: 
EPNE. 2. 10. ſug Chꝛiſt vnto good woꝛkes, which God 
hath pꝛepared that we ſhould walke in 
them. Theſe therefoze are thoſe good 
fruites which doe ſp2ing from a ſanctifi- 
ed bꝛeſt, thꝛough the holy Ghoſt, and a 
Heb. 11.6 true faith, without the which it is not poſ* I 
1 ſible to pleaſe God. Finally Saint Paul 
hath lo tempered this his p2ayer that 
withall he hath pꝛelcribed what becom⸗ 
meth the Theflalonians , namely, that 
thep giue themſelues continually to all 
 , good wozds,and good wozks, & that they 
doe perleuere in euery good woꝛke, but eſs F 
pectally that they vo acknowledge Chailt 
to be the onely hope, and euerlaſting con Þ 
folation of all the faithfull fo2 euer. 


] 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 
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I vrthermore brethren, pray 
for vs, p the word of the Lord 


50D may haue free paſſage, and be 
PY cl. glorified euen as it is with you 
od This is the laſt part of this Epiltle 


n hich compꝛehendeth four erhoztations: 

the which, one is, the ſupplication 

the Church, the which is very neceſla⸗ 

veand pꝛoſitable. Foz although the Lozp 
wi mightily pꝛeſent with the Apoſtle, | 

ad chat he did excced al others inthe fer- 


ne 
at I Eictebfpaper yet neuertheleſſe be doth 
11 welneglett the paper of the faithfull, 


wich the which the Loꝛzde will haue vs 
holpen, Ze in like manner after his ex- 
miple; ounht alwhpes to require this 
helpe;atv to ſtirrr vp the faichfull topzay 
t u. Fo2 there is nothing moze auatle 
le with God then faichfull prayer.” * 
hat che worde of the Lord may 
—— — 


43 


. Thefiture, 


then it was ok the Theſlalonians, There 
foze by theſe woꝛdes Paul ſheweth that 
de hach not ſo much care and conſideratt: 
on ol Him felfez as he hath of the whole 
Church. Foz why doch he deſire to be 
tommended to the pꝛaper ot the Theſſa- 
lonians? That the doctrine of the Goſpel 
might haue his courſe. Therekoze 2 
would haue them ts haue reſpect not fo MW\ 
much to him alone, as to the glozie of 
Chziſt, andthe common ſlaluation ot the 
Church, And the wozde orf the Low is 
ſaid to haue fret paſlage, when in pꝛea⸗ 
ching and in doctrine, it hath na let, but 
happie lucceſle, inſomuch p many beleeue 
At, and beleeuing it doe glozific Gov 2nd 
are laued. 11 
And be glorified. He vefrcthcha 
che wdjbeotGonimay haue his fozceand 
ellicatie to retoꝛme men into che Imuge 
of God. Therfozeholmes of life and inte- 
chꝛiſtians is the beauty of p Gol 
pell: even as they doe Ming infamie and 
r ——ů— — 
thein mouth, ann liuing neuerthe leſſe 

chylie and wickenlie. Td this ende = 

| Laine we erhoptatinns mothers Cauioix | 
an 13.3 "97: 20 40% S. 8 ; Chailh, 
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har Leltament. 

ati: ¶ Euen as it is with you, That is to ſap; 
hole I] after the ſame manner, foꝛme, and happie 
\ be ſucceſle. Fo this ought to be a great ins 
11a. I foitragement.to the Oddly, that they may 


ſpl I br all other men like to them ſelues in 
he godlinefle;,;-Thezefoze they which are 


Already entered into the kingdome of 
Hod, are commaunded to pꝛay daily that 
the lane kingdome may come, ſo farre off 
they ought to be from ennie, when they da 
axe: that others are come to the knows 
loge af the truth, + 1 

2/1 And that ve may be deliuered 
ſtom ynreaſonable and euill men: for 
i This is che latter cauſe; why the Apo · 


— he ah 
| e mange DP diuers 
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Me requirethebe pꝛayers of the faithful. 


Chnitt ot Peter, and of others, in the new 1. pet. 2. 1 1 


: The figure. 


there want certaine hypocrites and falſe 


brethzen,which werc wozſe +farmoze pes. 
fiienc thzthep, vnto true godlineſſe. Fo; 
i is truly ſaid, that a counterteit frend is 
much moꝛc hurtful then an open enimie. 
Wheretoze Paul deſireth to be deliuered 
from ſuch, F 02 by vnreaſonable and euill 
mẽ he mcanrth thoſe, which vndet v name 
of chꝛiſtians, lurked in Church, oz elle 
Jewes, which thꝛongh a mad3eale ol the 
lam furiouſſy perfecutedy golpel. For he 
knewhow great harme was like to come 
dy them both. ch. Ann this ſaying ol the A 
oltle — — be extended to all manner of - 
Is. Fo; then Paul was going to Hic- 
weſtlefn, d d vid mite, being in che mid: 
deſt of his ioznep; But it was atready 
Wer aboue chat bondes and 
"au tutidms wapter ko himithere; From 

. volire tabe ſo deliue* 
red, that it be 
by detith,o1 by Vit nt this day] 
8 haue the Pope 
and their pꝛinctpall avucrſas 
ries, Neher dene — oymdowy and 
eulli men, which doe hinwer the courſe of 
the vactrine of the Goſpel! with! cheir cs 

; culat 
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ale cuſatidns; anddoe deffropſo:much as li 
* pes, tthin them, the kruit # gloʒie of the wow 
Fo: 'of God preached. There are beſide thele, 
many wicked teachers, which thꝛuſt in 
mam peruerſe and tanaticall thinges, 
in their zdoings, as the Anabaptiſtes, Li- 
bertine, Epicures, Atheiſtes, and ſuch 
like: Tul berefoze the Church ought to 
gay toꝛ the miniſters of the woꝛde, that 
hey may be deliuered krom vurealona, 
die audi euill men, | 
For all men haue not faith. The 
reaſon whereby he pꝛoueth that vnreaſo⸗ 
uble and euill men are enemies and per- 
lecutozs of the woꝛde of God, is taken 
from-Faith, which is the ſingular gift 
of God. FO Gvd calleth many, which 
doe not come in faith:many.alſo dae faine 
to come, but they arefarcheſfoff in heart. 
But Paul doch not ſpeake of euery one: 
log the Theſſaloniaua did ſee; chat very 
mau vitifopſake'the faichwpea they fawe 
hom tm che nomber ot the brleeners 
man. /Ttherefoz this had veene lupet- 
fluous to be ſpoben : un Paul vemerh, 
that all they whichp2ofelle the faith / ure 
faichfall in beede;: Tama rele, 


and 


* w 


Mat. 20. ich 
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pꝛehend all the Jewes, they ſeemed co 
be neere vnto Chꝛiſt, who ought to haue 
knowne him by the lawe and the Pꝛo⸗ 
phets. But Paul in very deed, doth e⸗ 
ſpecially note thoſe, with whome he was 
-afterward fo haue to doe. And it is ves 
ry like that theſe were they, who hauing 
aà ſhew and name of godlineſſe, were not- 
withſtanding far from the ſame. Hereot 
came the conflict. Therefoge ik it ſhall 
All out that theuchaue to dae with vnrea⸗ 
ſonable and euul men, of the which there 
are al waves a grent multitude, thou ſhalt 
-conſiver that faith is no conimen thing, 
:and that the ſame is not giuen but to 
Gods elect.᷑ to luch as art pꝛedeſt inate 
T; ned eternal lite UWihereupon it is cal 

it. 1. 1. epthe futh of Gans elect.:;Therefoze 
ruhen wt doe heart that the Church is 
craithled with wicked factions; let this 
e dur bucher againſt: ſuch Numbling 
lochen of uffente. m we ſhatb0 often 
times 1ninvious; not onely to godly teas 
chers; it wende ndubt of their faith. ſa ol 
; ten us domeſtirati enemies doe troublt 
oy Hm: bucolrorfaich-all: afterward 
wauer, 


2. Tim. 3. 


dut fewe are choſen. It thou doeſt come 


ELL ö ö . r mw wy 


a i FT wc ia cs 


1 


Ld 


| | 19 0 4 


of Antichriſt, 


waver, except we ſhall remember that 
wanyarevufaithfull among them which 


therefoze haue a counterfeit faith, fo2ſo* 
nuch as al do not beleene the Goſpel. 
But the Lorde is faithful, which 


__ you, and keepe you from 


He hath ſpokenof the perils with the 
which ſome men might be turned away 
from che faith.Fo7 there are many vnrea⸗ 
able and euill men which doe vere the 
— of Bod many — * , — — 
and ro upt the ſame either wit 
nicken doctrint ; rither with pꝛofane oz 
Iinances; az elſe with the crueltit ot per- 
entions A — yok — = 


ar 5 ——— 
Nich ſcniſter rumoꝛs — into 
nne doubt of: Maul ininiſterie = 


iat of the name of Chꝛiſtians. Many 


1 
Wn 


F I Cor. 10. 
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that he hath admoniſhed them that faith 
is not alwapes to be found in men, he cal⸗ 
leth them backe vnto God, and faith that 
he is faithfull, which will confirme and 
ſtrengrhen them againſt all the pꝛactiſes 
of men, with the which they ſhall goe a 
bout to aſſayle them. As ił he ſhould lay, 
they indeed are falſe and vntruſtie, but pet 
God is able inough to: hold pou vp that 
pott doe not fal. The ſumme is this, he af: 
firmeth that the Theſſalonians ths 

the helpe of God, ſhall abide in the faith: 
and withall he declareth that conſtancie 
in the faith is the gift of God, Me callich 
the Lowe faithfull, which is conſtant in 


the vefenving of the ſaluavion ol his cho⸗ 


ſen, which helpet h them in due time, and 
neuer fozfaketh them in perils. After the 
ſame manner we doeſſer pᷣ the Church is 


often times afflitted;#4s tu great ptrit 
ok afflictions and temptations, and pet 
notwithſtann ing the ſame ix pirſetued t 


veliuertu out of all euils. Fo2 God 


-faithfaU; which will not ſuffer pou to be 
tempten aboue that whith vou ate able w 
beate. Foꝝ as he alone is able, ſo he will 


ſtreng⸗ 
ther 


helpe them that art teinptod, and 


| 
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then c keepe them, that they be not ouer⸗ 
tome in the afflictiũõs ot tribulatiõs. Ther 
foze our faith and pacience is to be exer⸗ 


clſed in aduerſtties, and al the godly muff 


looke fo2 helpe fro God, who wil not faile 
tohelpe them in due & conuenient time. 
And we are perſuaded of you 
through the Lorde, that ye both doe 
and will doe the thinges, which we 
commaund you. 
* Theſe woꝛds are in effect thus much, 
we ſpeake theſe things not that we doubt 
of pour conſtancie: nay we are aſſured of 
your, thꝛough the helpe of the Loꝛd Jeſus, 
that ye will doe thoſe thinges hereafter 
which we commaund you to doe. This 
fozme of ſpeaking if we aptly vſe, we ſhal 
Neuaile mote with them with whom we 
haue to doe, then if we vrge them with 


' Harpe repꝛehenſions, and harde thꝛeat⸗ 
nings: fo2 it is not the office of a teacher 


ofthe Golpell to vſe alway ſharpe thzeat» 
nings, and rep2ehenſions, neither pet at 
all times gentle and milde erhoꝛtations, 
but herein to be dilcrete accozding to pꝛe⸗ 
ſent occaſion, that he may retaine them 
in Godlineſſe, whom he hath pre 


Ihe Figure 
charge to refozme, And by this pjeface 
Paul maketh a way foz him ſelfe to the 
p2ecept o2 commaundement which he gi⸗ 
ueth in the ſixt verſe following. Fo? the 
confidence , and perſwaſion which he 
ſaith hchath of them, made them much 
mo2e pꝛompt and ready to obep, then if 
he had required their obedience, as di⸗ 
ſtruſting oꝛ doubting ot them. 
Through the Lorde. Paul doth not 
leane ſo much in perl waſion on the Theſ⸗ 
ſaloqjans, as he doth in truſt cõfidence 
on the moſt faithfull God. And therefoze 
be ſayeith v this hope which he hath con- 
ceiued of them is founded in the Loꝛd:be⸗ 
cauſe it belongeth vnto him to bowe the 
harts of men vnto ſubmiſſion, ta retain? 
them in the ſame; Oz elſe herby he would 
declare ( which is moze likely) that he did 
not intend to commaund any thing, but 
v which he had receiued wartant fo2 from 
the Lozde. Therfoze he determined thus 
w him lelle that boch his commaunding, 
and their obeying,ſhould be in the Loz2c, 
.-, Wherefoze wholoeuer doe not retaine Y 
this modeſtie, doe in vaine pꝛetend the er 
ample ot Baul. to bind tie the Church 
with their lawes, Peraduenture = 
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e gi · ¶ the Theſſalonians, though the wicked 
the went about to deface the ſame, 

) he F 5 And the Lorde guide your hearts 
nuch to the loue of God, and the waiting 
en it for of Chriſt. 

di⸗ Inthele woꝛdes the Apoſtle wiſheth 

vnto the Theffalonians helpe & ſtrength 

from the Loꝛde, that they may doe thoſe 

things which he commaundeth them out 

of the woꝛd ot the Loꝛde. The ende of 
this pꝛayer is that we may al vnderſtand 

that euery goon gift is giuen to vs from 


much to his owne ſtrength, The Loꝛde 
(caitch he) ſo direct and gouerne you in 
true louc toward God, that ye may doe 
his commaundements: and allo in faith 
toward Chniſt that ve may ſhewe your 
lelues patient in al troubles of atflictiõs. 
Charitie wil make you to endeuour your 
ſelues continually to behave [your ſelues 
well towards all men: euen as God is 
good ⁊ louing ta all. The wayting for the 
comming of Chꝛiſt, will make vou ſtout⸗ 


doe v 


by the name ol the loue of 
God 


maꝝ be that he had a regard to maint sine 
the reuerence ob his Apoſtleſhippe among 


aboue, lcaſt owe ſhould aſcribe to 


ly to ſuffer all afflictions. Therefoze we 


John.. 


10. 


2. Tim. 2. rr. 
2. Iim. 4. 


— 
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God in this place, that loue of ours to⸗ 
wardes God, by which we perfozme his 
commaumdementes with pꝛompt obedi⸗ 
ence, honouring him which loned vs firſt, 
and gaue his onely begotten ſonne, to be 
the obtayner ol mercie fo2 our ſinnes.F 0) 
that true and effectuall loue is the 
ſtrength ok ſuch as belecue the Goſpell of 
Chiift, which all they declare to be in 
them which are indued with a true faith 
in Chꝛiſt. Me pꝛaycth alſo that the faith⸗ 
full may without doubting, waite fo? 
the comming of Chzilt the defender of 
the afflicted, and that at the laſt they 
might be deliuered from their affliction, 
Fo2 the Apoſtle commonly vleth ta com 
foꝛt ſuch as are afflicted, and himſelfe al: 
ſo wich the expectation ofthe comming of 
the iudge Chꝛiſt. Foꝛ thus he wiiteth, if 
we ſuffer, weſhal alſo raigne with him. 
And againe, From henceforth is laid vp 


for me the croune of righteouſneſſe, 


which the Lorde the righteous iudge 
ſhall giue me, at that day: and not to 


me onely but vnto all them alſo which 
loue his comming. 4 


- Wherefoe,ſeeing he doth here briefly 
"Sk 2+. 4... arpiel 


of: Antichr iſt, 
erp2eſle thoſe things which he knewe to 
be moſt 'neceſlarie foz Chziſtians, it we 
deſire to grow to perfection, let vs ſeeke 
to p2ofite in theſe two things. And in ve» 


p deede the loue of God cannot raigne in 
bs, but that the loue of our bꝛother muſt 
be in vs alſo. Alſo the looking foꝛ Chꝛiſt 
infkructeth Chꝛiſtians to contemne the 
woꝛlde, to moꝛtiſie the fleſh, and to beare 
the croſſe. Powbeit that may be expoun⸗ 
den to be the wayting fo2 Chzilt, which 
the doctrine of Chꝛiſt doth beget in vs, 
that is to ſay, by which we ſuffer ſundzy 
perſecutions of coxpozall affiictions fox 
che name andgloze ofChyilt.. But it is 
better to vnderſtand it of the. hope of the 
laſt redemption. 

We commaund yon brethren in 
thelname of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt, 


that ye withdrawe your ſelues from e- 
brother. that walketh ĩnordinat: 


nery 
M, and not after the inſtruction which 


he receiued ofs. 
This is another erhoꝛtation concer 
ningthe ſhunning of the company of 
owinate bꝛethꝛen. The cauſe of this 


tontmannvement was; foz 1 


he figure. 


atly after the Apoſtles times, certaine 
curious perſons, began to thzult them⸗ 
ſelues into the Church of God: who ei⸗ 
ther vnder the pꝛetence ok religion, oꝛ elſe 
by ſiniſter meanes, that is to ſay,by idle- 
neſle, ſought to lite a pleaſant life, 
Theſe he calleth inoꝛdinate men, not that 
they were of a diſlolute life, oz infamey 
withnotoztous crimes, but becaule they 
were idle and ſ\lathfull perſons , which 
ererciledthemſeltes in no hone ſt trade ct 
life. Foz this is a confuſed dilozder in 
deed, to haue no regard where koze we are 
made, and not to krame our life to this 


ende. Foz this is a well oꝛdered life, 


when we liuc, atcazding to the rule of 
Gods wozde, Aithout this oꝛder, there 
is nothing in the lile of man but confulb 


on. And this ia wozthy ta be noted, lcaſt 


any man ſhould conceiue a liking of him 
ſelfe, kuing out df his lawfull vocation, 
Fuꝛ Godhath put ſuch a difference in the 


like of men, that one man ca 


mm 


ot lun 


without another; Therefoze he which 


liueth to himfclfe onelp, is no way pꝛoſt 


cable ta mankind, but a burthen to 0* 


thers, Utherkozc Paul pzonounceth — 


of Antichriſt, 


uch are to be dꝛiuen out of the company 
. ofthe faithfull, leaſt they bꝛing ſhame 


. andinfamic to the Church, 
In the name of our Lorde leſu 
Chriſt, 
The Apoſtle added this, that the Theſ. 
ſalonians might vnderſtand, that this 
commaundement ought to be reucrently 
receiued, as comming, not from a moz* 
tall man, but from Chziſt himſelfe, As 
if he ſhould ſaye , thoſe thinges which 
we commaund pou, we doe not comes 
maund as in our owne name, but by the 
tommaundement of Chziſt our Lozde. 
That ye withdraw your ſelues from 
euery brother. 
This withdꝛawing whereofhe ſpea⸗ 
keth, doth not appertaine to publique ex⸗ 
tommunication, but to pꝛiuate cuſfome, 
. 8: company keeping. Foz he doth ſim⸗ 


manner of familiaritie with ſuch idle 

dꝛoanes, as haue no honeſt trade of life 

wherein they may liue. 

hat walketh inordinately. 

Leaſt any man ſhould take this wozy 

mordinatly, in another meaning, the the 
R 2 Apoſtle 


% 


plelp fozbid, that the faithfull-haue no 


The figure. 


Apoſtle Paul himſelfe vnderſtood, he wil 
expound him ſelfe in the eletenth verſfe 
following. And he doth here make mentiõ 
by name of bꝛethꝛen, who being ſuch, and 
pofeſling themſelues to be Chyiſtians, 
of all others are leaſt to be tollerated, bes 
cauſe they are as it were the blots and 
ſpots of religion. 

And not after the inſtitution which 
he receiued of vs. | 

By the inſtitution, he meaneth that, 
which he will adde anone in the tenth 
verſe, that meate be not giuen to him 
which will not labour. 

For ye your ſelues knowe how ye 
ought to followe vs: for we behaued 
not our ſelues inordinately among 
you: 

8 Neyther tooke we bread of any 


man for nought, but we wrought with 


labour and trauell night and day, be- 
cauſe we would not be chargeable to 
any of you. 

Betoze the Apoſtle commeth to the ins 
ſtitution, he ſheweth what manner of er⸗ 
ample he hath giuen them in him ſelfe, 
Fol that doctrine is ofgreat crebit and 

authozitp. 
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I anthozitie, when we laye nomoze bur⸗ 
then vpon others, then we take vpon our 


ſelues. 
For we behaued not our ſelues in- 


ordinately among you. 
As if he ſhould lay, there is iuſt cauſe 


why ye ſhould follow me, fo2 J haue li⸗ 


ued an honeſt, Godly, and Chziſtian like 


among you. 
Neither tooke we bread of any man 


fornought. 

He pꝛoueth that he did not behaue him 
ſelke inoꝛdinately among the Theſlalo- 
nians, and withall he doth by the way re- 
pꝛehend thoſe, which vader the pꝛetence 
of the Goſpell liue idlely, and are a bur» 
then to others. Me ſheweth that he 
wꝛought day and night with his handes, 
that he might not be chargeable to any 


man. Ok the which matter he had ſaid 


ſomewohat in the fozmer Epiffle to the 


Theſſalonians. And whereas he denieth 


that he hath eaten any mans bꝛead frely 
02 of gilt, in very deed he ſhould not haue 
done ſq, although he had not laboured 


with hes handes . Foz it is not of free gift, - 


which is due by right : and the pꝛice of 
AR”. -. R 3 the 


I Theſ. 2.9. 0 


; 


7 F 
ul 4 


The Figure 


the labour which the Miniſters of the 
Golpell beſtow on the Church is much 
greater, then the liuing which they re ⸗ 
teiue, from the ſame, But Paul had re⸗ 
ſpect here, vnto diloꝛdered & careles men, 
Foz al men are not ſo equal # indifferent, 
that they will acknowledge the reward 
which is duc vnto the miniſters of the 
woꝛd. But rather ſuch is the malice of 
ſome, that although they doe vive no⸗ 
thing of their owne, pet net withſtan⸗ 
ding they doe grudge them necellarie li⸗ 
uing, as if they were idle men. Other- 
ſome by the example of Paul, doe conten⸗ 
tiouſly affirme, that nothing is to be pay⸗ 
ed at al to godly Biſhops, and miniſters: 
but thele men, if they would conſider the 
circumſtances of the place, time, and 
perlons, and foꝛ what cauſes, euery thing 
was done, they ſhould wel ſee and know, . 
that Paul did this fo2 no other cauſe, but 
onely fo2 charitie, that others might not 
be offended. It is certaine that he recei⸗ 
ued nothing ofthe Corinthyans: but foz 
the falſe Apoſtles ſake; he neglected his 
owne power and libertie, leaſt they ha⸗ 
uing Paul foz their example, — 
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byhatte ſome colour to excuſe their gaine, 
Hong it rs moſt certaine that Paul tooke 0 
tontribut ion uf ehe bꝛethꝛen ol Mace. pnil.4 23. 
donia. And (one he will declare, that 
he departed from his pꝛoper right, when 
he tooke no ſtipend. Thereby he giueth 
to-vnderſtand that it is lefle collerable, 
that they which doe nothing, ſhould line 
of contribution. Pe w2iteth alſo, chat 1. Cor. 9.13. 
they muſt line of the Goſpell , which 
peach the Goſpell : and alio that they 
mult be had in high reputation though x.Theſ.5.x 2 
lone,fo2 their wozks ſake, And in another 1. Tim. 5. 17. 
pace he ſaith, that thev which gouerne 
well, are wozthp ol double honour, The 
Ike almoft is to be red inthe Epiſtle to (5.1 - - 
the Galathyans, And in the Epiſtle toy Hb. * 
Hebrewes it is wutten: Remember 37. 
thoſe which haue the ouerſight of you, 
$. which haue declared vnto you the 
wordeof God. itte 
Chere are very many teſtimonies, to 
None that neceſlarie maintenance, a ſti⸗ Luke, 19.7. 
pend, double honour, contribution, pꝛe⸗ 
bends, and benifices, belong vnto the mi⸗ 


aleadge this ſentence; Freely ye haue 


20 K 4 recciued, 


| 


8. r 


viſfers of the Golpell. And whereas ſome lat. 10. 3, 


Luke.8.2.3. 


4 the minilters of the woꝛd that the * 


The Figure 


rectiued, pine freely: the ſame is no- 
thing repugnant to the fo2mer ſentence, - 
which is, That the lahↄupex. is worthy 
of his hier. Fo? in this place two things 
ar? commaunded, firſt that the diſciples 
ould comkoꝛt the weake,aud put away 
diſeaſes, without taking any mony fo} 
the ſame,becauſe they did it by the power 
of Chꝛiſt, who would not haue the giftes 
ofthe holy Ghoſt to be ſold, as appea⸗ 
reth by the example of Simon Magus. 
The ſecond is, that the due hier and re⸗ 
ward, be giuen to the labourer, To Chniſt 
alſo and to the Apoſtles, the neceſlarie 
maintenance ok like, was giuen by others: 
as appeareth in the Goſpell of Luke. But 


let vs returne againe to the wozdes of 
Paul: who addeth ſaying: 


9 Not, but that we had authoritie, 
but that we might make our ſelues an 
enſample vnto you to follow vs. 
As Paul intended to giue an example 
by his labour, leaſt ſlothfull men ſhould, 
lite idle dzoanes;eate vp the hony which 
belonged to the painfull bees: even ſo he 
would not haue his example hurttull to 
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8 cheshereby ſhould defraud them of their 
lawfull maintenance. Wherein we may 


behold the ſingular moder ation, dilcre⸗ 
tion, and humanitie of the Apoſtle, and 
bow farre he was from the ambition of 
thoſe men, which abulc their vertues, and 
giltes to this ende, that they may demi⸗ 
nich the right of their bꝛethꝛen. Jt was 
to be feared leaſt the Theſſalonians, ha⸗ 


ſuing the Golpel pꝛeached vnto them free⸗ 


ly from the mouth of Paul, in the begin⸗ 
ning, would (accozding to the malicious 
nature of man) make the ſame a law foz 
other miniſters. Paul tomete with this 
pꝛeiudice, and inconuenience, teacheth 
that he hath power and authozitic to doe 
moꝛe then he did: this he doth that he 
might not reſtraine others of their liber⸗ 
tie. And by this reaſon he would make 
the idle and ſlowbellies aſhamed the 
mo2e : as we haue befoze touched. Fox 
it is an argument from the greater to the 
leſſe. Thcrefoze that right ought to be 
ſafely keept and defended, as graunted 
from God, and confirmed: by the lam of 
nature, becauſe the labaurer is wozthy of 
his reward. Except, the kime, occaſion, 


1 
11 
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and other circumſtances perl wade to the 
 contrarie. - Fo2 then the miniſter of the 
Goſpell mult be content to leaue ſome 
parte ok his right, leaſt he giue offence to 
the Goſpel of Chꝛiſt. Foz what wil come 
to paſle, if they that be teachers, though 
coneteouſneſle, wil depart from nothing: 
Therefoze it is euident enough, how far 
Paul would haue his example to be fol- 
lowed,in that he would not be ſuſtayned · 
with the colt of the Church. Foz in all 
thinges, we ought to ſeeke eſpecially the 
gloꝛie of the Goſpel:and it belongeth vn- 
to charitie, that we endeuour our lelucs, 
not to be grieuous and offenſiue toany, 
It is not lawful to be too chargeable and 
coſtly to the Churches, neyther is it laws 
full fo2 the Churches to refuſe to giue 
and contribute liberally to their mini- 
ſters, when they are able. Concerning 
p which matter, read moꝛe in the 9. Chap⸗ 
ter of the 1. Epiſtle ta the Corinthyans. 
10 For euen when we were with you, 
this we warned you of, that if there 
were any which would not wor ke, that 
he ſhould not eate. 


„The realon why the Theſſalonians 
ought 
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vilght to imitate Paul, is taken from the 


.þ inffitution going befoze, concerning the 


not ſuffering of thoſe, which vnder the 
pꝛetence of the Goſpell,fsllow idleneſle, 


and oppꝛeſſe others, 
That if there were any which would 


not worke he ſhould not eate. 
This is the very law and oꝛdinance 


wherok he ſpake in the ſirt verſe, Fo2 ſce- 


ing it is wzitten, Thou art bleſſed ca- Pſal-128. 
ting the labour of thy hands : And a⸗ 
gaine, The bleſſing of the Lorde is vp- 
on the handes of him that worketh: 
It is certaine that ſlothfulneſſe and idle⸗ 
neſſe is likewiſe curſed of the Loꝛd. Allo 


we knowe that man was created to doe 
ſome thing: as not onely the Scripture 


teſfificth, but as nature alſo hath taught 
the Gentiles. Uherupon they haue made 


many Pꝛouerbs. e that feareth the mil, 


ſhal haue no mealc. Alſo, there is no hony 
without the bee, Foꝛ he which cannot as 


bide bees, becauſe of their pꝛickes, is vns 8 


woꝛthy to poſleſle p hony. Againe, thou 
ſuffereſt p which hurteth, that thou may? 
eſt poſſeſſe che pꝛolite. It is therfoze meet 


#right that they whicherempt rhefelues 
. fromthecomonlaw which appertapneth 
to 
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to all men, be alſo depʒiued of liuing, and 
ofthe reward of labour. Theſe things ik 
Ringes and Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces had well 
conlidered foure hundzed peares agoe, 
they had had moze plentie of riches, and 
kewer monkes. Foz how doe the whole 
rowt and rable of the pouleſhozne po⸗ 
piſhe clergie, adozne the Goſpell : and 
what p2ofite do they bꝛing to the church: 
the great multitude whereof, what doth 


it containe, but ſluggiſh,and idle perſons, 


2 Pet. 2. 12. 


{azte lubbers, ſlowbellies, couetous and 
ambitious Pꝛieſtes, foznicatozs, and all 
manner of lewd and wicked perſons, 
men vnlearned, and vtterly ignoꝛant of 
the holy Scriptures, and beſide this, tha 
molk cruell enimies to the doctrine of the 
faith in Chꝛiſt: TAho notwithſtanding 
doeſwimme in the welth and riches of 
the Church (in other countries) at their 
pleaſure,and liue like fatte hogges in the 
fiye. In whom moſt aptly are fulfilled 
thele woꝛdes of the Apoſtle, They count 
it pleaſure to liue deliciouſly for a ſea- 
ſon. Spots they are and blots, deliting 
themſelues in their deceiuings, in fea- 
Ring with you, hauing eyes full of ad- 
, | 8.3 9 Allterie, 
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ulterie,and that cannot ceaſe to ſinne, 
if beguiling vnſtable ſoules. &c. 
-.Pozeouer by theſe woꝛdes of Paul, 
4s with thunderclappes from heauen, the 
tites, ozdinances, and rules ot begging 
friers, and monkes being touched, are o⸗ 
uerthꝛowne, who being a counterfeit ſozt 
of poze,do notwithſtanding fill their bel⸗ 
lies with other mens trenchers, whom a 
man moſt truly map call idle dꝛoanes. 
Fo2 this kind of beggery of all other, is 
moſt wicked and vngodly, and no better 
then a kind ol rapine and theft. 
Furthermoꝛe we mut note that there 
are diuers kinds of labouring. Foꝛ what⸗ 
ſoeuer he be that doth any manner of way 
ſeeke to benefice the lociety ol men by his 
induſtrie, whether it be in gouerning a 
familie o2 in dealing in publique o2 pꝛi⸗ 
ir nate affay2es, eyther in counſayling, oꝛ 
in teaching. oz by any other manner, ol 
way, the ſame is not to be reckoned 
mong idle perſons. Foz the Apoſtle here 
ſpeaketh againſt idle dꝛoanes, which liue 
bp the ſweate af other mens bzowes,thep 
chemle lues doing nothing to bencfitethe 
% oo 


common wealth. Y wy 
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21 For we heard that there are ſome, i 
which walke among you inordinatly, 
and woorke not at all, but are buſie 
bodies. | | 
Now he doth ſpeake moꝛe plainely x 
fkrictly of that, which hetherto he hath ſpa 
ken at large. The cauſe (fayth he) why J 
do ſo greatly vrge theſe things, is, foꝛ that 
J doe heare, that ſome do line inozdinate⸗ 
Iy among vou, that is. doing no woozke at 
all, but curiouſly buſping them ſelues. It 
is very like that this kinde of ſlothful⸗ 
nes, was a certaine ſede of idle monkery, 
fo2 eut in the very begining ofthe pꝛimi⸗ 
tiue church, there wert ſome which vnder 
the colour of Religio, did rob other mens 
tables,o2 cls did ſubtilly dꝛawe vnto thẽ Þ- 
ſelues, the ſubſtance and riches of the ſim⸗ 
ple. And in Auguſtines time they had ſo 
greatly pꝛeuapled, that hee was conſtrai⸗ 
ned to wꝛite a ſpeciall booke againſt idle 
Moankes : wherein he doth iuſtely com⸗ 
: plaine ofthefrp2ive,who contemuing the 
admonitton of the Apoſtell, doe not ones 
dy ercuſe them ſelues of infirmitic , but 
alſo will therefoze ſeeme to be mo2e 
holy than other men, . becauſe * 


of Antichriſt. 
F hournot, But this miſchefe hath ſo ins 


me, 
ly, I creaſed and ouerflowed,that ſlowe bellies 
uſe haue almoſt poſſeſled the tenth parte of 
the earth, whole onely Religion is this, to 
yx I have their bellies well filled, and to giue 
1{po them lelues from labour, to eaſe and pleas 
» 7] © fare. And this vile kinde of life they come 


that mend with this title, oꝛ that name of oꝛ- 
ate: der. But what doth Paule by the mouth 
eat the ſpirit one the contrary parte pꝛo⸗ 
It nounce:verelp he pꝛonounceth them al to 


ul ⸗ be irregular + diſozdered, with what title 
ery; ¶ ſoeuer they be couered. 

mi- And voor ke not at all, but are buſie 
der | bodies. 0.1 

ens | That is to ſaye, liuiug idlely vnder the 


| . of the Goſpell, and hating others. 
theſe wooꝛdes he doth expound whas 


the 
im⸗ 


1 ſo tt is to liue inoꝛdinately. 

ate ¶ And he nateth a ſpeciall vice, with the 
dle nbich idle men are infected, namely that 
m⸗ they are troubleſome to them(elues, and 
the | ko others, by being impoꝛtunate medlers, 
ne» | and buſie bodies. Foz we doe ſee by come 
ur mon experience, that thoſe men which 


haue nothing to doe, are muchmoze wen⸗ 


las — doing nothing, then it they ene 


he Figure 
und occupied about a very ſerious woꝛke. 
They runne hyther and thither: whether 
ſdeuer they come, they make a ſhew of 
wearinclle : they gather vp all the tales 
that they heare, and bulily diſperſe them 
abꝛoad againe. A man would thinke that 
they- carried vpon their ſhoulders the 
waight of a kingvome, Can we hauen 
mozeeuident example of this matter in 
any other ſoꝛt, then inthe monkes* Fa} 
what ſozte ok men are moze vnquiett 
here doth there raigne greater curioſi⸗ 
ties Alſo in this place, thoſe which are 
Biſhops #}Palto2s only in name, are no- 
ted, which haue no careofp Loꝛds flock, 
but are onelp curious in rhole thinges, 
which lerue to maintaine voluptuoulnes, 
toueteoulſneſſe, oppꝛeſſion, and ſuch like. 

12 Therefore them that are ſuch we 
commaund and exhorte, by our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt, that they woorke with 
quiatneſſe, and cate their owne bread 
Aer the inoꝛmities of the Church men 
dught not to winke, neither are idle am 
curiois men, vnder the pꝛetence of the 
Goſpell, to be tollerated in the Church. 
Therfoze Paul vſeth nom a moze ow 


of Antichriſt, 
and ſharpe rcp2ehenſion, leaſt ſich meu 


latter themſclues in that kind of life, 
By our Lorde leſu Chriſt, 

To the end all men map know that he 
doth not comaund the in his owne name, 
but by the comaundement and authoꝛitie 
of the Lozde Chyiſt, he hath added this, 
Notwithitanding the woꝛde of erhozs 
ting, doth ſigniſie that he doth not be⸗ 
baue himſelfe imperioullp, oz that he 
would rule, but that he would doe all 
things accoꝛding to his office, 

That they worke with quietneſſe. 
Pe coꝛrecteth both thoſe vices, ofthe 
which he hadmade mention afoze, namely 

troubleſome vnquict medling, and idle⸗ 
neſle from p2ofitable labour. Firſt of all 
therefoze he commaundeth that they ime 
bꝛace quietnes:t hat is to ſay,that thep do 
quietly keepe t hemſelues within the 
boundes of their vocation. Foz thep are 
molt quiet of all others which occupie 
themſelues in honeſt labours : but they 
doe both trouble chemlelues and others, 

which haue no wozke to doe. Secondly 


diligently 


lap, that they 3 q 


be erhozteth then! tolabour : that is to _ ..-. # 
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The figure. 
diligently in their vocation : and that 


they be doing in iuſt and honeſt exerciſes, 


without the which, the lite of man is erro- 
nious. Therekoze to woozke with quiet⸗ 
nes, is to laboꝛ in their vocation without 
curioſity:and ſo to follow their laboures, 
that they doe not rathlpe meddle in o⸗ 
ther mens functions. 

And cate their owne breade, 
Thereby he commaundeth that they eat 
their owne bzeav: whereby hee giueth to 
vnderſtand that they mult bee contented 
with their owne, that chey bee not gree⸗ 
nous and troubleſome to others. Drink 
(ſayth Solomon) the Water of thine 
owne ceſtern, and of the riuers out of 
the middeſt ot thine one well: Let 
thy fountaynes flowe foorth, and the 
riuers of waters in the ſtreetes. This 
is the firſt rule ot equity, that no man 
vlurp that which is another mans, but 
vle that onely which is his owne: and 
which lawfully he may cal his own. The 
ſecond is, that nu man like a greedy gulfe 
doſwalow vp alþ is his, by himſelf alone, 
but phe be benefictall to his neighboꝛs. 
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ning the doctrine of the Goſpell:let them 


routrarie, nn 
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die bellies, tonſtder theſe thinges, anval 
biſhops falſely ſo called, abbots, pꝛiozs, 
PMoonkes, and ſuch like. Let them heare 


I ſay the Apoſtle commaunding and ex · 
hozting by our Loꝛde Jeſus, that wozs 
king with quietneſſe they eate their owne 
b2ead, and ceaſe to be grieuous vnto o⸗ 
thers, aud let them be aſhamed. that they 
haue filthily and wickedly waſted any 


ſſpopled the goods of the Church, Let 


them foꝛſake their office, and commit the 
tharge of eccleſtaſticall miniſtration to 
meete and woꝛthy men, leaſt they bzing 
deſtruction to others: and much leſſe let 
them vere the Churches though their 
wicked cenſures, vnp2ofitable lawes;any 
hurtfull confticutions . Oz elſe if they 
will ſtill retaine their offices, let them do 
that which becommeth their Apoſtolicall 
charge, let themſeruechehonozofChaift, 
and let them not want any thing concer⸗ 


haue care of the poꝛe, and pꝛeſerue ſt holen 
fo the ——— of — learning. 
— — — doing the 
are negligent in inges, 

hurtful, 
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| The figure. 
atwnot to de tollerated in the Church at 
Gov. Finally this plate maketh againſt 
the Anabaptiſts, who deny that it is law⸗ 
ful foz a Chnſtian man to haue anything 
or his o unc. But Paul commaundeth 
euerp man to woꝛke quietly that he may 
eate his owne bꝛead. | 

13 And ye brethren, be not weary 
of well doing. | | 
The third exhoꝛtation is, concerning 
well doing and liberalitie, the which is 
very necellarie in the conſeruation of a 
well oꝛdered Church. But the purpoſe 
of Paul in this place was ſimplelp to 
meete with a ſtumbling blocke, which 
might come of the negligence of a few. 
Foxit is commonly ſene that men which 
of themſelues- are very liberall, when 
they ſer that they leeſe their benifites, in 
beſtowing them amiſſe, doe withdꝛawe 
their hand. Paul therefoze.erho2teth vs, 
bam vnwoꝛthy ſoeuer many be, 02 bow 
greatly ſoeuer ſome doe abuſe nur libera⸗ 
kictezthat we dne not therefoze ceaſe, but 
ec helpe ſtill thoſe which haue neeve of 
dur helpe: Thus in another place he ſaith, 
Aus nat therefore be weary of well 
Sti * doinge: 


ofAntichrift, 
NMoing: for in due ſeaſon we ſhal reape, 


i we faint not This ſentence is woꝛ⸗ 


thy tobe noted, howſoeucr the. vnthank⸗ 
kulneſſe, frowarvneſſe, pzide,peniſhneſle; 
And other indignities may wearte vs, yet 
we ought to goe foꝛ ward (fill in well-do- 
ing. and neuer be diſcouraged from the 
lame. Therc are many places of Oerip⸗ 


wards the pooze, eſpecially theſe, Eſay. 
38.7 Mat 25. 40. Luke. 6.38. and 11,41. 


und 1 6.9. Prou. 11. 25. and 19. 17. and 


21.13. and. 22. 16. and 28. 27.1. Tam. 
6.17. 

14 If any man * not our byings 
note him hy aletter, and haue no 
company with him, thathe n bea 
ſhamed 

This is dhe laſt erhoztarion concer- 
ning the puniſhment of the diſobevienr. 
He hath already teſtified-inthe firt verfe, 
that he doch commaund nothing, bat in 
the name or the Loꝛd. ¶Aberfoꝛe he which 
will not obey, ſhal not be diſobedient vn⸗ 
40 man, hut rebellious againſt Cod him- 
elfe. Therefoze he teacheth that ſuch 


eee ene 


tures, which do commend liberalitie to⸗ 


The Figure 


bercquireth that he may vnverttande of 
their names by a certayneepittle;that bes 
ing admontſhed by Maul, and mote ve» 
hemently terriſien, they might returne 
into the right way. Furthermoze hee 
commaundeth-that they bee excommu⸗; 
nicated, that being made aſhamed they 
may repent, 100 
hereby we gat her that their fame 
is not to bee ſpared which can not bee o⸗ 
therwiſe refozmed, but by the dilcoue⸗ 
ring ok their wickedneſles: but we muſt 
take heene that wee ſhews the diſeaſes 
to the Phiſition , which hath a care to 
heal thein;But the apoffle ſpeaketh eſpe* 
cialp of thoſe, which liued lewolp in idle⸗ 
nefle,of whom we haue already ſpoken. 
And haueno company with him. 
There is no doubt but that hee ſpea* | 
-kerh of ercommunication,: Fo as the 
: Confuſed viſoꝛder which he noted befoze, 
delerued a ſeuerall puniſhment, euen lo 
1 —5ðñ. 
| ſe. 6. ad rithdtaw your ſelues from 
1 an. thEwhich tine diforderodly: And now 
he latth;keepe no company with ſucb be | 
'raule they do reiect nee 


— 
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doth therefoze erp2efſe moze in this ſee: 
cond ſpeach, then hee did in the fozmer. 
Fo2 it is one thing to withdꝛawe himſelf 
rom the company ok a man, and another 
thing vtterly to foꝛſake the company of 
one, The lame is this, that he ercludeth 
them from the common company of the 
faithfull,becauſc they being admoniſhed, 
did not obey. Thereby we are taught 
that the diſcipline of ercommunication 
is to be vſed againſt all incoꝛrigible, and 
obſtinat perſons, which will not bee re⸗ 
koꝛmed, vntill they being ſubdued and tas 
med, do learne to obey. 
That he may be aſhamed, Ecc 
aſticall Diſcipline is not appointed to 
deſtroy but to ſaue { + Ulherefs2e the 
ſinner is not vtterly to bee foꝛſaken and 
ſhaken off, but hee is ſo to bee ſhunned, 
that being ſecluded fo2 a time from the 
companye of the fapthfull , her maye at 
the laſt repent, There ate allo other 
endes of excommunitation, as that the 
contagion maye not kurther increaſe, 
and that the pꝛyuate wickednelle . ot 
one man doe not redone ro the cim. 
monne ſhame ok the Churehe, ann 
1 5 L 4 alſo 
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a been him as a brother. 
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Aalſu that the example of ſeueritie may 
taule others to feare: but Paul hath here 


touched one thing only, namely that they 
which haue ſinned, map through ſhame 
be dꝛawne to repentance,Fo2 they which 
haue pleaſure in their wickedneſle, are 
hardened moze and moze therein: thus 
ſinne is foſtered thꝛough indulgence, and 
diſſimulation. This therefoꝛe is the beſt 
Remedie, to make the ſinner aſhamen, 
that he may begin to miſlike of himſelke. 
This of it ſelſe without further pꝛoce⸗ 
ding, were to ſmall purpoſe, fo a man to 
be aſhamed: but Paul had re garde to a 
kurther pꝛoceding, as that the ſinner be- 
ing made aſhamed w the acknowledging 
of his falthines,might therby perfectly be 
refozmed. Foz ſhame is a p2ofitable pꝛe- 
paratine to the hatred of ſin, euen as is p 
2row,whereofmentis is made in the le , 
uenth Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtletoy 
Corinthians, verſe 10. Aherefoꝛe they 
are to be reſtrapney. and checked with 
this bit, which are vyrulie leſt boldneſle 
dog increace by impunitie. 
Fet count him not as an eni- 


4 Becaule 
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Becaule excommunication is inſtitu⸗ 
ted to a good and pꝛolitable ende, the 
fame muſk be executed, actoꝛding to cha⸗ 


kritie, and not of hatred and euill will, 


Therefoze the diſobedient, are to be ſhun⸗ 


ned, not as enimies, but they are to be 


warned as bzethꝛen: otherwiſe being 
foxſaken-they might be diſcouraged, oꝛ 


elle might moze obſtinately withſtand 
Chꝛiſtian ſocietie. Therefoze they being 


warned as bzethzen,excommunication is 
a meane to bzing them to repentaunce. 


Fo it cannot be but that ſeueritie ex⸗ 


ceding a meaſure, doth erulcerate # fret, 
Thherkoꝛe if we will doe good, gentle⸗ 


neſſe and lenitie muſt neceſſarilie be 
pled, that they which are repꝛehended. 


map neuertheleſſe know that they are be⸗ 


loued. And this end of eccleſtaſticall diſ⸗ 


cipline, is eſpecially to be noted. Fo the 
Apoſtle would not haue vs to abhoz o- 
thers, that we might pꝛeferre our ſelues 
befoze them in holineſſe: oꝛ pleaſing our 
ſelues might ſew tyranny toward the 
miſerable: but that the ſinner being re⸗ 


pꝛehended of vs, may deſcend into himy 
— may acknowledge the „ 
0 


The Figure 
ofhis wickedneſſe,and ſo beeing made a⸗ 
ſpamed may repent, Foz this is not the 
ende olf excommunication to depꝛiue and 
ſequeſter fa euer, men from the flocke ok 
Chꝛiſtte, but rather to call them home a- 
gayne to the ſame, which were wan⸗ 
ding out of the way. But tf the malice 
of him that hath ſinned be ſuch that hee 
will not renent, then let deliberation be 
had, by what meanes the obſtinate ſinner 
may beſt bee holpen, that eyther he him⸗ 
ſelf vo not wholy periſh, oz els that hec 
doe not cozrupte others with his 
ſcab, | | 
16 NowetheLordeof peace giue 
you peace alwayes , by all meanes. 
The Lorde bee with you all. This 
is his farewell, by which he firft wiſh- 
eth vnto them peace: aſwell erternall as 
internall from God the authorr of peace: 
then he wiſheth vnto them the helpe of 


bg, the aſſaultes of Jnuaſions 
iſme,-Laft of all hee deſtreth 

that they may haue ſaluation and good 
luccefſe of all thinges though Chiſte 
our Lode, pee calleth CE 
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'Loweof peace, becauſe her is the au 
thour and giuer of conco we, of lenicy,: 
and of charity, euen as Sathan is the 
Paince and authour of viſcozde, cons 
tentions, bꝛawles, ot enup, and of diſli⸗ 
mulations. 

The Lorde bee with you all, By 
this petition hee wiſheth to the Thella⸗ 
lonians the pꝛotection, and defence of 
the Lozde. As if he ſhonlde ſaye, The 
Lo2ve bee your guide and gouernour, 
who pꝛotect and defende you, any ſo 
pꝛoſper all your affapzes, viſpoſc,ozver, 
and direct al your doings, that they may 
bee to the honour of his name, and 
pꝛofitable ta you and to the whole 

Church. 
r7 The falutation of mer Paule, 
with my owne hande , which is the 
token in euerye Epiſtte' 80 T'write, 
2 55 

at 
mite nA work in 2 2 5 Qerſe 
of the leconde Chapter goinge beekoze, 
-Jleaffe thoſc *Epiftles of the falſe 
Apoffles ; beeinge fal(elye | atituled, 
ur bee 5 conueyer _ | 
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the Church. Foz this was an old pꝛactiſe 
ol Sathan;to th zuſt in falſe foꝛged wꝛi⸗ 
tinges, to diſcredite thoſe which were in 
deede true. And further, that by the falſe 
titles of the Apoſtles, he might ſpꝛead as 
b20ad wicked erro2s, to cozrupte hole⸗ 
ſome doctrine, But it came topallc 
by the ſingular goodneſſe of God, that 
bis ſubtill deceits being made fruſtrate, 
the holſome and pure doctrine of Chziſl, 
by dhe miniſterie of Paul, & of others, is 
come vnto vs; Paul therefoze very pꝛu⸗ 
dently pꝛouided by that ſubſcription of 
of his owne hand, that the certa intie and 
truth ol the Apoſtolicall letters, might 
be appꝛoued to all men. That no man 
afterward might complaine that he was 
deceineyzandbzing the ſacred ſcriptures 


” 


- 


into voncht. 2 nat 351 TE. 
Thus Lwrite, That is to ſave, this 
is the oꝛder and foꝛme of wozdes of the 
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that pꝛincipall point of religion, ſubſig· 
ned the ſame note of faith at the ende of 
all the Epiſtles, wziting as followeth in 
the 1 8. verſe. 
The grace of our Lorde ſeſus 
Chriſt, be with you all, 
Amen. 4 


Propheſies proouing 
Propheſies prouing the 
Pape tobe Antichriſt. 


ND I behelde another beaſte, 
A comming vp out of the earth, and 

he had two hornes like a lambe, 

and he ſpake as did the Dragon. 
And he doth al that the firſt beaſt could 
do in his preſence, and he cauſeth the 
earth 4 them that dwell therein to 
worſhippe the firſt beaſt, whoſe deadly 
wound was healed. And he dothgreat 
wonders, ſo that he maketh fire come 
downe from heauen on the earth in 
the ſight of men: And deceiueth them 


that dwell on the earth, by the meanes 
of thoſe ſignes, which he had power to 


doe in the ſight ofthe beaſt: ſaying to 
them that dwel on the earth, that they 
ſhold make an image to the beaſt which 


hath the wound of a ſworde, & did live. {| 


And he had power to giue a ſpirit ynto 


the image of the beaſt, that the _—_ a 


the Popeto be antichrift 


'ofthe beaſt, ſhould both ſpeake, and 
ſhould cauſe that as many as would not 
worſhip the image of the beaſt, ſhould 9 

be killed. And he cauſeth all, both ſmall * 
and great, riche and poore, free and | 
bond, that he ſhould giue them a mark 
in their right hande, or in their fore- 
heades : And that no man mighte 
buy or ſell, ſaue he that had the marke, 
or the name of the beaſt, other the 
nomber of his name. Here is wiſedom, 
Let him that hath wit, count the nom- 
ber of the beaſt: for it is the nomber 
of a man, and his number is ſixe hun- 
dred ſixtie, ſixe. 


>! L. though the Popcs 
J frienves doe applic this 
| vY | Propheſic to Mahu- 
Y met and the Turkes, 
FC) O] vet it hall appear by 
[25 D certaine - reaſons. -'fols 
lowing that it doth neceſſarily appertatne 
to the 'Biſhop of Rome and none other. 
. 4 Thefirftreaſor is, fo that this beat, is 
diſeribed to beare the hoznes of a lambe; 
By the which W 


10 
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_Chiift, By the hoꝛnes ol the lambe,is lig? 
-nified the outward ſhewe 02 teferitblance | 
of Chꝛiſt: which ſhew oꝛ reſemhlance,can 
haue no relation to Mahumet, fo; that he 
keth himſelfe to be aboue Chziſt, any 
hiſt as an excellent Pꝛophet ot God 
fitting at his keete. Mherefoze ſeeing Ma- 
humet commeth neither as equall to 
Chꝛiſt, no} as vicar vnder Chziſt, this pꝛo⸗ 
pheſie cannot agree in him, but onely in 
the man, which openly and in plain woꝛds 
pꝛoteſteth, that all Chziſtes lambes and 
pdpeepe, not ſingularly, but vninerſally Bj 
though the whole Wolde, are committed | 
to him as vicar of Chꝛiſt, and ſucceſſo2 ak 
Peter, and p al men muſt cõfeſſe the ſame | 
of necellity ox elſe they are none of Chꝛiſts 
ſheepe. Nherin it is eaſie to ſee, where the 
pzetenced hoznes ofthe lambe doe grow. A 
The ſecond reafan2 And he ſpake like | 
the Dragon. &c: A lambes hoznes and F 
themouth-of a Dꝛagon doe not agreeto* Þ- 
. geather, And an they due not agrecto* Þ 
geather in nature, ſo neither can they be 
found in any one perſon, either Turke oꝛ 
other, ſo liuely as in the Biſhop of Rome. 


When thou heareſthim * ſelfe the 
N Apoſto/ 
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poſtolicall Byſhop,the vicar of Chziſt, 
e ſucceſſo2 of Peter, the ſeruaunt of 
Moss ſeruauntes gcc. Thou ſeeſt in hint 
The two hoznes of a lambe,and woulde 
hinke him to be a lambe indeed, and ſuch 
£8 one as woulde waſhe pour feete fo; 
yumilitie 2: but heare him ſpcake , and 
mark the behautour,condition, and pꝛo⸗ 
pertie, almoſte of all the Popes which 
haue beene theſe ſire hundzed yeeres: and 
© what Dꝛagon oz ſcrpent coulde be moze 
viperouſe, then their owne doinges and 
woozdes can ſpeake agavnſt themſelues. 
The thirde reaſon, And hee doth all 
{4 the power of the firſt beaſte, preſent- 
y before his face, and cauſeth the 
earth and all the inhabitantes of the 
earth to honor the firſt beaſt, the ſtripe 


N 
: 
| 
l 


v.. of whoſe deadly wound was cured.&c, 
ke . An this p2opheſie two thinges-are 
nd tg be noted: Firſt, what the firſt braff 


tos 


is, whole power the ſecond! beaſte doth 
" axecute: Secondlie, what this-{econds 
| Beaſte is, which: ſa doth exerciſe his 
in his ſight . The firſt of theſe 

in this thirtrenth chapter, hauingt— 
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ſignify the city of Rome, which may ea⸗ 
lily bee pꝛooued by two demonſtrations. 
Firft by the e: poſition of the ſeuenteene 
Chapter ofthe ſame Apocalyps,where is 
declared and veſcribed the ſayde beaſt to 
ffande on ſeuen hilles,and to contayne ten 
kinges, hauing the whole power of the 
D1agxon giuen: and alſo the ſame City 
to bee named the Mhooze of Babylon, 
d2unken with the blonde of Saynts. All 
which p2operties ioyned together,canne 
agree in no wile but onely to the Mea⸗ 
then Empper of Nome: which Citye,at 
the time ok waiting theſe pꝛopheſies, had 
the gouernment of the whole wozlde. 

The leconde demonſtration , mape bee 
bzought out of the number of the mo⸗ 
neths alligned to this Beaſte. Foz it is 
witten in the aboue named Chapter, 
that this Bealke had power to make, 
that is,/to'wozke his malice againſt the 
members" of the Church of Chꝛiſte, foꝛty 
two moneths. 7Uhich moneths counted 
by Sadbates of peeres (chat is, euery 
monethy fox ſenen peeres) maketh vp the 
tuſt number of thole yeares, in which the 
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terrible perſecutions of Heathen Empe⸗ 
1 tours of Rome, 


- Which thing thus ſtanding, pꝛooued 
5 I and confeſſed, that the firſt Beaſte muſt 


to F needes- ſignify the Empy2ze and Cytyof 
an Nome, then muſt it neceſſarilye followe, 
he that the ſoconde Beaſte with the Lambs 
P poꝛznes, mult ſignify the Byſhoppe and 
ts {Pope of the ſame City of Rome, The 
l bes un Whorcof is euident and apparent 


vy that which followeth in the pꝛopheſp, 
Where, it is declared, that the ſeconde 
beaſte hating che two homes of a Lamb, 
recciued and exerciſed all the power of 
the ſirſt Beaſte, befoꝛe oꝛ in che ſighte of 
the lande Bente. Uhiche cannot bee 
verified, neyther in the. Turke no2 in a⸗ 
- ny other; but onely in the Pope of Nome: 
wha 3 vlurpeth. and deriueth to 


All che power of that City and 

Monarchie af Rome: inſomuch that he 
ſayth:, that when Conſtantine, o2 Lu- 
donicuy” yeeiden orc and 

kingdom of the city of Nome, Kane. 
him unt lus qune,"aud; that which or 
right and duty, belanged to him; bees 

rr 
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And this authozity 02 power ouer all 
the Empyze of Nome, hee wozketh not in 
Ma, oz in Conſtantinople, as the Turk 
dath,but in the ſight of rhe beaſt, which 
gave. him the power, that is, in the City 
of Nome it ſcife, which is the firlk beaſt 
in the beginning ok this 13. Chapter 
deſcribed, 

The fourth reaſon is, And hee cay- 
th the earth, and all the inhabitants 
therein, to worſhip and honoure the 

tirſt beaſte, which had a deadly wound” 
and was cured, &c. 

The interpꝛet at ion of this part, as 
alſo ot all the other partes of the ſame 
Chapter, ſtandech vppon che definition 
of the firſt Beaſt. Foz beeing graun⸗ 

ted, as it cannot be denied, that the ſtril 
beaſte ſignifieth the City and Empyꝛe of 
Rome: Jt muſt conſequentlye followe, 
that the Byſhop ( whome wee call the 
Pope)of the ſame Cityeof Rome, muſk 
bee vnderſtave by the ſeconde Beate: 


fozxſomach as neyther Turke, noz anye 
other but onely the Byſhopze of Rorre, 


Pekchat ci, which began tobe inruins 
| 8 Nee . any 
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decay by the Uandalians, Gotthes. 
ians, and Lombardes, about the 
peare ot our Loꝛde fow2e hundꝛed, fiftye 
ſirc. But afterwarde by the Byſhop of 
Rome the pꝛiſtine, ſkate and honoure of 
that City reniued againe, and flouriſhed 
in as greate veneration as euer it did 
befoze. And that is it which the holve 
ghoſt ſeemeth hecre to meane of the firſt 
Beaſt, ſaping: That hee had a wound 
ofthe ſwoorde, and was cured. f o2 fo 
it followeth. 

a The fifth realon, And hee cauſed 
all the inhabitauntes of the earth to 
s make the image of the beaſte, which 
e lad the ſtripe of the word and liued. 
1 || And it was given to him, to giuetite 
to the image of the Beaſt, and to make 
dhe image thereof to ſpeake, and to 
f cauſe all them that worſhipped not 
k; the image of the Beaſte to bee killed: 
7 
7 
7 


forcing all perſons both little and 
greate, riche and poore, bonde and 
free, to take the marke of the beaſtein 
their right hand, or in their ſoreheads: 
and that none mighte buye or ſell, but 
| hey vhich had the mark, or the name 

| M 3 of 


propheſies proouing 
of the beaſt, or the nũber of his name, 
By giuing life to the image of the 
beaſt,and making it to ſpeake, is to bec 
pꝛeſuppoſed, that the beaſte was »* a 
neere poynt of death, and lay ſpeache⸗ 
leſſe afoze , inſomuch that the Citye of 
Rome beganne to looſe and change his 
name, and was called a while, Odoacria, 
of Odoacer king of the Yerultans,who 
by dint of woꝛd ſurpꝛiſed the Romans: 
and yet notwithſtanding, by the meanes 
of this Romayn Pꝛelate, the ſayde Ci: 
ty of Rome, which was then readye to 
giue the Ghoſte,ſo recouered her maieſty 
and ſtrength agayne, that it is harde to 
ſaye, whether Rome did euer rufle and F} 
rage in her tyꝛanny befoze, in the tine 
of Nero,Domitian, Diocletian, and 0- 
ther Emperours, moze tragically , then 
it hath doone ſince vnder the Pope: 92 [+ 
whether that Rome had all Ringes,, 
Queenes, Pꝛinces, Dukes, Lo2des, ann 
all ſubiectes, moze vnder obedicuce and 
[ubtection , when the Emperours raig* 
ned,02 nowe in the raigne of the Pope 
And therbfoze it is ſayde not without | | 
kaufe ofthe holy ghoſte, That it is giuen 
20 0 
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to him to giue life and ſpeeche to th, 
image of the Beaſte, cauſing all them 
to bee ſlayne, which will not worſhi 
the image ot the beaſte &c. As foꝝ 


example hereof, who ſeethe not, what 
number and multitudes of Chꝛiſtian men, 


omen, and Childzen. inall Countries, 


haue beene put to the fire and Swoꝛde: 
Stozies cf all times will declare, what 


hauocke hath beene made of Chziſtian 


bloude about the pꝛeheminence and ma⸗ 
tozity of the ſea of Rome:what Churches 
and Countries, bothe Oreckes and Las 
tine, haue beene ercommunicated: what 


{ * Rtinges haue beene depoled, and Empe⸗ 
2 Tours ſtripped from their imperiall [cate, 


and all becauſe they woulde not ſtoupe 
and hende to the image of the beaſt, that 
is to the maieſty and tytle of Rome, ad- 
uaunced nowe ſo highly by the Byſhop 


thereof, as it was neuer higher befo2e 


in the reigne of Nero, oz Diocletian. 
Mherefoꝛe taking the firlt beaſte to ſig⸗ 
nifp the Empy2e of Rome(which cannot 
be denied) it is playne, that the ſeconde 
beaſte muſt neceſſarily be applied co the 5 
eee not to the Cale ene, SF 


ws 4 Propheſſes proouing 
as the Turke ſeeketh nothing leſle then 
the aduauncement of that emppꝛe, but ras 
ther ſtirreth againſt it to plucke it downe. 
The laſt reaſon is grounded vppon 
the number of the beaſtes name, expꝛeſſed 
by the holy Ghoſte in the ſame p2ophely, 
by the Grecke letters. 2, 5, 6. In which 
letters although there lyeth greate dark⸗ 
neſſe and difficulty to be vnderſtoode, pet 
the ſame is by certayne auncient Fathers 
expounded coniecturally to cont apne the 
name ofthe beaſte. Df the which reade 
that which lis alreadye erp2eſſed in the 
erpoſition going beefoze vppon the Thel- 
ſalonians. 


Another propheſie out of Daniel. 
Chapter. 1. Ver. 28. 


E ſhall returne and fret againſt the 
holy couenant: ſo ſhall he doe, hee 
ſnal return and haue intelligence with 
them that forſake the holy couenaunt. 
And armes ſhall ſtande on his part, and 
they ſhall pollute the ſanctuarye of 
ſtrength, and ſhall take away the dayly 
facrifice,and they ſhall ſet vp the abho- 
. minable 
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5 minable deſolation. And ſuch as wic. 


kedly breake the couenaunt, ſhall fat. 
ter with him deceitfully : but the peo- 
ple that doe knowe their God, ſhall. 


preuaile and proſper: And they that 


vnderſtand among the people, ſhallin- 
{tru many: yet they ſhal fall by ſword 


and by flame, by captiuity and by ſpoil 


many dayes. 

Nowe when they ſhall fall, they ſhal 
be holpen vvith a little helpe: but ma- 
ny ſhal cleane vnto them fainedly. And 
ſome of them of vnderſtanding ſhall 
fall to bee tried, and to bee purged, 
and to make them white till the time 
be out:for there is a time appointed. 
And the kinge ſhall do vvhat him lyſt: 
hee ſhall exault him -- ſelſe, and mag · 
nific himſelfe againſt all that is God, 
and ſhall ſpeake maruellous thinges a- 
gainſt the God of Gods, and ſhal proſ- 
E. till the wrath bee accompliſhed: 

or the determination is made. Ney- 
ther ſhall hee regarde the God of his 
Fathers, nor the deſires of Women, 
nor care for anye God: for hee ſhall, _ 
magnific himſelfe aboue all. Butin_ 


pheſies proouing 8c. 

Mi lace fill hee /honour the God 

4. — and the God, whome his 

4 fathers knewe not, ſhall hee honour 

with golde and with ſiluer, and with 

5 ſtones, and with Pr 
thinges. Kc. 


Verſes propheſi 2 the comming 
pol Antic 


„ 
Cum 0. anni * mille ducents | 


Et decies ſeni,poſt partum virgins alme: 
Twnc Antichriſins naſcerur damone 
plenus. © 


Thele Qerles are thus engliched. 


| Athouſand,two hũdred & ſixtie yeres, 
from Chriſt his birth expired, 

chen ſhall the monſter Antichriſte be 
with diuel ful N (borne, 


d. 
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